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3 N EITHER pride nor ambition im- 
FRED poſe this work on the public ; but 
—- paternal' duty, and affeQiog. for a nume- 
"W rous offspring, at lengths 25 Neat Jed with the 
author to comply with ent ſoli- 
W | . 2 
"WW citations of the pariſhione ners ' whom it 
5 was originally compoſed. 'T heſe ſermons 
1 do not preſume to improve the learned, or 
-M amuſe the critic; but are ſolely adapted 
(as Mr. Sterne obſerves) for the plain 
, hold underſtanding; which I do hot 
5 ſay, is not the moſt ſatis factory and profits 
1 | ind of | knowl: ge, though doubth * 
* erudition and criticiſe are not without their 5 


| uſe and Pleaſure in the world. 
Tux latter c aſs, J truſt, will find th 5 

| ſame ſatisfaction in the peruſal, as they ex- 
poreſſed in * them from the pulpit ; a7 
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and that the former will be cclesty , 
gratified, in having done a good and ac- 


ceptable action: for notwithſtanding all 


the rhapſodical enthuſiaſm and — 
deception of ſome ſectaries; good w orks 5 
will ever be pleaſing to the mind, and oy" 


able us to look up to God: and Chriſt,” | 


with ſurer hope and confidence, both in 


the hour of death and day of judgement.— | 
No leſs naturally will evil ones have the 
contrary painful effect, as elegantly expreſ- 
ſed WJ the Roman ſatyriſt. 


prima eſt hæc Vltio, quod „ 
ae nemo nocens welter it's 
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Since we are led on to this ſubject, 1 5 
the reader will excuſe my finiſhing 


| preface, with a ſhort eng — 


+> 4 


through hope may we 1 our fails, but | 
it is charity and good works alone which 
can waft us into the haven of endleſs and 
Increaſing felicity, Gupugh Chriſt our TY 
| Redeemer. _ 
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ſuade ourſelves of what is indi utably 
true; that the Lord is King; and ther 
after this painful life is ended, we ſhall 
through the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ou 


Lord, enjoy eternal happineſs i in the He. 
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8 R & Pi 8 2 AS. 1 | SQ 5 . 22 
? vens which admits. of no decay, but tis 


3 


dull of joy and pleaſantnefs for evermore, ' _ © 


— 2 


> g. 


725 Wee 4. . 
Pr 


: _ Covry it poſſibly happen that we are 
i 4eceived; it is a. moſt defirable and ad. 


=» vantageous deception ; fince no danger can 
A ariſe from it, and we _ take ourſelves - 

El out of life, by having a g00 conſcier e, 
With tranquillity and joy. But ſince it 
| evident, that after death we muſt proceed | 
to judgment; we ſhall finally be rewarded 
with everlaſting glory, at the hands of 


4 » 
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n WAS 


WI A profi =: 
deiſt, could his en ME be „ > 


nothing more than an eternal- annibiletion!. . NF 


* 


But ſhould they, as moſt undoubtedly muſt 0 
be the caſe,” prove falſe, the puniſhment is 
ererlaſting · torments. Having thus I hope 
abundantly” convinced you that the Lord 1 

is King, and that the earth may be glad 8 
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= | thereof, 1 com come in the ſecon 
= draw from them an uſeful x 


7 


two. 


n 


= | God's a | = Ga — 
i pertinent, in ſo enlightened an an 
: 3H where, thanks be to God, Ch 
| enjoyed in its. greateſt purity and 2 
; tion; 3 this indeed 1 is a moſt natural, A L 
wiſh itcould be added, a true coneluſton ? 
bdut alas! how many chriſtians are beet 
who act, not only as if Chriſt had not 
been on earth, but truly, as if there 

' __ was no God; following their own . luf | 
paaſſions, and treading in the path 
leadeth to eternal deſtruction? But 


| this the caſe, did men conſider the import? 

7 ance and neceſſity of religion and virtue, and 

; the folly and danger of fin and wic eſs ;"- 
were they as anxious after the future wel 7 

I'S of their ſouls, as every wiſe and good chriſ· 
£23 EP 4:4 25 tian 


g tian ought to. be; yet to contemplate 
5 reflect on the works of the creation, is 4 
OY moſt noble and becoming employment; it 
not only confirms our faith in, but en- 
larges our ideas of God 3 we gain a clearer 
conception of his attributes, and are inſpir- 
ed with a more eager and earneſt defire of 
pleaſing ſo great a Majeſty ; it makes us 
cry out in the rapturous language: of the 5 
pſalmiſt, 6 The heavens declare thy glory, | 
* 0 Lord, and the firmament ſheweth thy 

“% handy-work all thy works praiſe thee, 

* O God, and moſt excellent is thy name ö 
© in all the world; I will ſing praiſes un- 
«© to thee, my God, as long as 1 baye 
% any being. | 14} 
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SECONDLY. Since God 15 the author of 
our exiſtence, and of every bleſſing in life, 
it is highly neceſſarx that we endeavour, 
to the uttermoſt in our power, to live 2 
greeable to his moſt holy commandments; „ 
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| by which means alone we e may cant 
his bleſſing upon us and our poſterity : 
we ſhould not rely too much on our own 
ſtrength, nor vainly, imagine that either 
wealth, power, or honour, are owing en- 


tirely to our own prudence and forecaſt, but | 


we ought to remember, in the midſt Y 
our enjoyments, that the Lord is the giver 
of them all, and to whom we muſt finally ' 
render an account. Theſe reflections 1 


inſpire our hearts with gratitude towards | 
our bountiful Creator; and make us ready __ 
to relieve the wants of others, and as far 


as in us lieth, promote the- happineſs and | 


I. 
. + 


welfare of all mankind, _ © | -055 5 3 
Turs is the proper uſe, this is the great 
advantage which men of fuperior ' fortunes | 
enjoy; who may thus let their light ſhine | 
before men, that they may ſee their good 
works, and glorify their Father which is 
in heaven: and when the Son of Man ſhall 
6 | pts - come 
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4 
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come in his glory, and all the holy an 
„ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the | 


ſuffer themſelves to be puffed up by wealth 
and worldly acquirements, and ay, who 
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with him, and ſhall fit on the throne of 1 I 
his glory, he will ſay unto them, Come, 


% kin gdotn prepared for you, from the 
6 beginning of the world.” But if men 


__ 


is the Lord; or do not according to their 
circumſtances relieve the diſtreſſes of their 0 
fellow-creatures, but ſtop their ears to the 
eries of the fatherleſs, widow, and orphan, 
they muſt expect to go into everlaſting 
puniſhment ; and when they ſhall reply to 
Chriſt, upbraiding them with inhumanity 
and hardneſs of heart, When ſaw we 
e thee an hungered, ora thirſt, or a Kran- 
1 ger, or naked, or ſick, or in priſon, ad 
« did not e unto thee.“ He 
anſwer them, ſaying, « Verily I fay un- 

* to you, inaſmuch as ye did it not 1 

% one of the leaſt” of theſe, ye did it ot : 
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* unto me; ane eden epa from me, y 1 


1 curſed into. everlaſting fire, prepared ar 
8 the devil and his angels.” ' - Fol. 0 
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THIRDLY. Since we io that there i is 


a moſt holy, juſt, and merciful God, we 
_ ought to put our whole truſt” and 5 | 
dence in him; we muſt never repine at any 


thing which befalleth us in this life, but 
conclude that all is deſigned for our good, 
as it will undoubtedly prove at the. laſt. : 
Though waves of misfortune are mighty; 
and- rage horribly i in this troubleſome "_ 


yet let us remember, that the Lord who | 


dwelleth on high, is mightier, and will at 
length bring us ſafe into the haven where 
we would be. For can you imagine that 
God takes pleaſure in the miſery of his 


faithful ſervants? God forbid. No, they 


are ſent as trials of our faith and ſincerity : 


5 in Chriſt Jeſus, that we may hereafter be 


received into his kingdom with greates glo- 


COMFORT OF. A brrrr. 


ry and triumph. Let us then not com- 5 
plain of our lot, neither accuſe God fool - 
iſhly; let us not condemn our Creator to 
juſtify ourſelves: let us remember the fate 3 
of Job, who called his Creator to account; 
how that, after God had ſhewn unto b 
the greatneſs of his wiſdom, power, and 
righteouſneſs, Job abhorred himſelf, and 
repented in duſt and aſhes; but let us, as 
becometh good chriſtians, walk humbly || ' 
with our God, and live in dutiful obedience 

to his "FOES :. ſo ſhall we at length obtain 

eternal glory and happineſs in the. heavens, 
where the Lord remaineth King for eyer- 
more; to whom, with the Son and Holy- | 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour, glory, and 


vorſhip, world without end. Amen. \ 
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ON THE LORD's PRAYER. 


box ich, vans ad. 
AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHEN YE | | ͥ _ 
II Ax, SAY OUR FATHER; i; > \: 1 
N e 5 | EE | 


TE Was a uſu al cuſtom amongft the ori- 1 
S ental ſects of every denomination, to _— 
give their diſci ples and followers a form + = : 5 
or directory for prayer, whereby to & | 7 AF 


| 
7 # 


tinguiſh them from other ſectaries. Thus l 


you ſee, St. John preſcribed a pattern, a 
form, for his diſciples ; and one of the 


Apoſtles of our bleſſed Lord, in t | 
ceeding my text, ſaid unto him, after he had 


1 „ * - ON rug L.6nD's PRAYER. | 8 : 10 1 
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8 a once ; finiſhed praying, «6: Lord teach Fr . 
6 5 * pray as John alſo taught his diſciples. 
3 And he faid unto them, when ye. pray 4 
4 <« ſay, Our Father.” After this, 1 
= that comprehenſive; and divine prayer which 
5 we emphatically call the. Lord? 8 prayer | 
3 The explanation of which, and the natur 2 
j . reflections ariſing therefrom, I purpoſe 10 
8 make the, ſubject of our preſent and ſome 


1 1 
W's N 


future diſcourſes. 5 5 „ 


n ami not imagine, by the nigh, 
: aſking our Saviour to have a prayer from 
him, that they had never before prayed; 
or that this was for the future to be the 7 
only Prayer they were to offer he: to. 


( 10 d. * N b 4. / * 2 
bd . - * N * 
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Tus meaning and intent of giving. t 118 
prayer is, as a pattern how they ought to 
1-17 prays, and in what manner compoſe all 

their petitions to God; and that none of 
_— 
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gur prayers ſhould: contain 2 . e -» 
contraditory to this form which he bas > 5 


4 


| . remember, this ſame prayer is Es _ 
f given us in Chriſt's ſermon on the mount; 5 \ 
1 and the occaſion of it. You find, in that __- WW 4 
divine and truly, inſtructing diſcourſe, out 
| bleſſed Lord examines the doctrine of the 3 "| 
old covenant, both in itſelf, and as cor-= | | | 42 4 
rupted by the vain, ſuperſtitious, and wick, 1 
ed Jews; and takes occaſion to correct the : Ol = 
one, and compleat the other, as the baſis, "ne 


Jams 2 pod end of this new coven- 8 4 
And under the article of prayers, {7 15 | 

he Aides notice of the vain repetitions, | —— 

and oftentatious ceremonies of many hy- F 2 


 pocritical | people amongſt them, whoſe 2 = 
Prayers are calculated rather- for r pride ang 


ſhew ; and, as too often happened, for 
knavery and deceit: inſtead of any earneſt \ "= 


of a ſincere, contrite, and grateful heart 


to- 
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* . God their creator. And by ply 
: Saviour's telling them that God knoweth 
what things we have need of, before We 

aſk; they probably wearied and affronted 
Heaven with repetitions for the honour, 

. glory, and wealth of this world, which 

we find is diſpleaſing to God, who N 1 

much better than we, what is moſt expe - 1 

dient for us; who perhaps ſhould fre- 
quently pray down ruin and deſtruction 
. . upon ourſelves, were ſuch thought 
leſs and wicked prayers to be complied” | 


Þ ; | v7 q ; , 1 5 5 1 8 4 
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© LET 26 oN THE LORD! 8 PRAYER, | WE 


with. Many heathen writers give us ex: - 


cellent adyice on this head. One tells us, | 


thus to offer up our prayers. Give us, 
2 | 6 O King of Heaven, thoſe things which 
7 d are convenient for us, whether we pray 


« for them or not; and avert thoſe that 


= are evil, though we pray for them. | 
_<R- « Let not thoſe things, faith the old poet, 


% come unto me which I may with ; but 


CE. * thoſe which are expedient. for me.” As 


10. 


on THE Lond's PRAVER: 1 — oy: „ 


Juvenal obſerves, % We are eurer to 


5+ God than we are to ourſelves.” We fre- 
quently through ignorance, pride, avarice, 


luſt, or ambition, under the deception of ima- 
ginary good, may wiſh to ourſelves the moſt 
ſolid and laſting evils ; and therefore he con- 
cludes with adopting this ſhort ejacula- 


tion, as the ſubſtance and matter of all 


our prayers, That we may enjoy a ſound 
* mind in an healthy body.” As to the 


means of accomputhing this; after the na- 
tural uſe of - temperance, ſobriety, chaſ- 
tity, and the love of God; we muſt leave 


it to that Being who knoweth whereof 
we are made, and whoſe mercy and Par 


ternal concern is over every part of his 
glorious wotk. Theſe, my beloved, my 
ſome ſpecimens of prayer, and addreſs to 


God, which the pure light of nature dic- 


| tated to thoſe, men, who ſtudied and form · 


ed their li ves agreeable to it. 


ab. ON THE 10RD” s. PRAYER. | Nees N 5 A 


N. 


Tas Old Teſtament brd us likewifs : ö 
many inſtances of prayer, and of the man- 
ner we ought to offer up our ſupplica- 6 


tions to God. I ſhall, content myſelf with 


two ; the firſt of which is Jacob's vow ; 
to our Almighty Creator, or form, or. 4 


foundation of his prayer, or wiſſ to God. 1 


40 If, ” faith he, ** God will be with me, 
&« and will keep me in the way that 1 


FY go, and will. give me bread to cat | and 1 


« raiment to put on, ſo that I come again 
« to my father's houſe in peace, then 
„ ſhall the Lord be my God.“ is be; 


other prayer 15, that noble and truly ex- 5 
emplary one, uſed by Agar in the latter 


” 


hs 


end of the Book of the Proverbs. “ Re- 
“ move far from me vanity and lies: 


give me neither poverty nor riches: - 
feed me with food convenient for me, 
“ leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, | 
« who -is the Lord? or leſt I be poor, ; 
„ and ſteal, and take the name of my 


God 


oN TR LORD's. PRAYER. 45 5 


46 God i in 5 ain.“ Theſe two petitions, ex- 1 
actly explain 1 in the Lord's prayer, 5 e 4 
Give us this day our. daily bread; and — OY 4 
6 lead us not into temptation.” Agree- | 2 
able therefore to this general cuſtom with Y 
all good and great men, and teachers bh” 1 
(both Heathen as well as Jews,) our bleſ- „ 
ſed Lord has alſo left to the chriſtian church 
a form, or pattern; not only to | uſe to " 1 
God in itſelf, but to form all our other . 
occaſional prayers and petitions to him 
Let us therefore, now examine into the 1 
divine excellency and WER of it. „ 4 
5 prayer aid our bleffed Lord's A 8 | 9 
be conſidered ag divided into three parts 5 
if you take in the doxology. Firſt, the 
preface or . „Our Father which 
art in Heaven:“ ſecondly, the peti- 
tions which iriabead to the doxology or 
third part. Firſt * let us conſider the _ 
+. Our Father. 
4 | a Y 


% 
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exordium or preface. 
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30 on THE LORD'S PRAYER. | I 8 1 


PLE: 


the firſt requiſite in prayer, is Fes belief 3 


in the exiſtence of God; according to the 


direction of the Apoſtle, That whoever 
* cometh to God, muſt be perſuaded t nat 
cc he is. Thus then, by ſaying gur Fa- | 
* ther, we acknowledge both the exiſts | 
e ence and Providence of God over ust 
It is well remarked by Plato that God 
te may be conſidered as the Maber of all other | | 
« Beings ; but the Father of mankind,” p 1 


How expreſſive is this of the ſcripture 


hiſtory of ourſelves! As to inanimate 
things, God ſent forth his fiat.“ Let 
4 there be light; let there be a firma- 
cc ment to divide the waters, and it was 
b. And in like manner, of living 


creatures, he ſaid, „% Let the waters 


bring forth after its kind, and it was 


| &« ſo.” He ſpake only and it was done, 
he eommanded and it was brought forth. 


But 


! 1 5, 7 1 „ 3 
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But of man it is ſaid, God created IM 8 


after his own power and goodneſs, and 
as it were from his own nature; he 
commands neither the water, air or earth 


to produce him; but he is his own pecu- 


liar maker himſelf. God created man 


„ in his own W in the image of 


6 God created he him; ' therefore he is 
properly our Father; 3 far children may 


with propriety, be called the images of 


their parents. This, my brethern, is the 
natural right we have to call God our 
Father, above every other creature that 
has been ordered into exiſtence. But we 
have another reaſon, whereby we call ab- 
ba Father; even by adoption and regene- | 
ration of baptiſm through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. For you find in the New. Teſta- 


ment, that Chriſt frequently calls God our 
Father and his Father; and St. Paul to 
the Epheſians tells us, that God is the 


F ather of us all, and in another place, 


that 
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you ſee, by calling him F ather, we A 


aun run Lon $ PRAYER: | N 


that We are the offspring ot God. Fs 1 7 


dreſs him with the boldneſs and vatural 
confidence of children; which God doth 


not only allow us to do, through | his 


paternal goodneſs and affection; but we are J 


\ commanded fo to addreſs our Heavenly 


Maker and Protector. When ye prays? 


faith our bleſſed Lord, «Ye ſhall ſay” «Our } 
4 Father.“ By adding to this, “ Which, ; 
< or who art in Heaven,” e do not 


mean to confine. God to any peculir 


ſeat or habitation; for as the ſcripture 
expreſſes it, „ The heaven of heavens 
„cannot contain the King of all univerſal 


«< nature.” We mean by this, to expreſs 


the higheſt exaltation, in our power, of 


his ſovereign dignity ; that as he is the 


King of Heaven, and has his ſeat there 


above all principality and power, i 
more muſt this lower world be ſubject to 


| his will and pleaſures As the prophet 
Ilfaial 


F 8 — ws 
2 1 br ; Ode 2 


Iſaiah ęexpreſſes it, { Ma may be con- ä bs 
66 ſidered, 248 tf rone of God, | | 5 

« earth as his foot-ſtool.” 1 aſtly, we 5 . 
| ſay, our Father, (though in our private OR 4 
devotions) becauſe we are to look upon 4 


e ourſelves, each individual, as part of the 1 


whole race of men, whom God has made 
as well as us; and are as dear to God = 
F 1 who is no reſpecter of perſon, but lovetein 


* every one  indiſcriminately, according to his e x 
| obedience. And the whole prayer you fing _ 


is not calculated for any private view 5 Fj 


| advantage to any individual in particulars = 


but as members one of another; and a 1 
| —_ ing up} but one body in Chriſt punt] | 1 a = 
Thus, my beloved. I have explained to 98 3 
you the meaning of the preface or exor- { 4 Js N 


* 


„ 


"OT. 


dum to this moſt excellent prayer, % lr 
1 « Father which. art in Heaven.“ Let us 1 
4 now in the lecond place, 08 the pe: 
= | titionary part of ith which, like the te 1 
commandments, is divided into two 
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the firſt conſidered in reſpect to G att 
| ſecondly, in regard to ourſelves. No | 


thoſe petitions in ref; pect to God are three 
„Hallowed be thy name ;” ſecondly, 
a0 Thy kingdom come; and thirdly, ; 


, 


6 Thy will be done on earth as it is in 


6 heaven.“ Firſt, then hallowed be thy ö 


name. By the word name here, we muſt 
not confine it to any particular name of 
God; but in general, implies every thing | 


that is dedicated to him, or can in any 


wiſe belong to his peculiar power or Ju- 
riſdiction. Thus you ſee, in the caſe of 
wearing, the Jews thought it no offence 
when they did not immediately ſwear:by 
his name, but only by the Temple, or 
by Jeruſalem; but our Saviour tells them, 
it was equally bad as ſwearing by the name 
of God; becauſe it was acknowledging, 
or giving a ſanctification or power to that 
perſon, or thing, which belongs only to 
Ot or elle blaſpheming God N dif- 


_ ferent 
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ferent e hd Une Hence then; 
we ſee the thoughtleſsneſs of thoſe Chriſ- 


tans? who think themſelves free from diſ- 


honouring God, when in their oaths they 
do not make immediate uſe of his name. 
I would refer ſuch offenders to our Savi- 
our's Sermon on the Mount, as declared 


from the "34th verſe of the 5th chapter, 


by St. Matthew. Swear not at all, 
66 [neither by heaven for it is God's 
« throne! ; nor by the earth, for it is 


his footſtool; neither by J eruſalem, for 


„it is the city of the great King.“ In 


ſhort, we are there taught that we are at 


10 time to ſwear by the Creator, nor 
yet by the creature, : except when ſolemn- 
ly called on civil or eccleſiaſtical | occa- 


- 


hons. | Rt Weh. Ste e ei 


AnD the ſame is obſervable of places 


dedicated to God's ſervice; Aa prophanation 
of them, is a prophanation of the name of 
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od. Thus you” ſee, Solomon 4 led his 
Temple an houſe. built to the name of the 
Lord; and. ſo are all churches and! rel- 
= gious places ſet- apart for our devotions | 
2 | þ to God, to be held as ſacred as his name; | 
13 for they are intended for the celebration 4 
| of his name, therefore any ill- or ri lieu- 
 lous' behaviour in God's church, muſt be 

conſidered as a diſhonour and affront to his 

1 name; conſequently when we ſay, “ Hal. 
Fo * lowed be thy name,” we pray. that 
„ God's name may never be uſed lightly 
or wantonly; but with reverential duty, 
and the higheſt ſenſibility of his great- | 
neſs, power, and holineſs, who reigneth 
over all. And in all places dedicated to 
; huis name, we muſt even ſanctify and bel. 
3 8 Y low his Sabbaths by a ſober, ſteady, and ar 
_— religious behaviour in the church. This 
is what God means when he ſaith, that 
= „ 1b hallowed the Sabbath; that is, he et 
3 85 N res for facred and. religions, Por ole 
| 3 1 e 
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az a day of devotion: prajes and: hett 9 
con, and in contradiſtinction to the other _ 2x 
js, which were called common or pro- 5 1 | 
phane days. St. Peter gives us the ſame LES | 1 
advice when he enjoins us to tt ſanctif  ** 3 

* the Lord our God in our hearts 3”? = - 
that is, to retain in our minds a rever- 1 e 4 8 
ential awe and devotion. towards God's ES 2 4 * 
holy name, and every thing which is ds . 2» 1 
dicated to his divine uſe and ſervice. =. 3 
This then, is 8 we wiſh may be done, e 1 
when we ſay, hallowed. be thy nam... 
The next petition is, Thy kingdom: „ "7 

: « come.” This, and the following pe: fol 0 | 
tition, are aſked as neceſſary for the ob- 5 'i _— 
taining. of the other, 6 Hallowed be thy | . 
name.“ For before Chriſt came into the 14 _ 
world, not. any. nation, except the Jews, | 5 
had any knowledge f God, or knew 5 1 
what the will of the Lord was. Thus 1 

you ſee, St. Paul told the e hb 8 4 
dedicated- their worſhip and, agi ö 1 

| = = 3 the 8 
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Thy kingdom come, 
the Pſalmiſt that God's way may. % 
known upon earth, and his faving | 


and promulgation of the goſpel, we aſk 
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the unknown God, him,“ 2 Seth be: 45 WE, 
_ ©; Fdeclare unto you;” 4 and our Saviour him 
ſelf ſaith: No man knoweth the fa- 


ther but the ſop, and thoſe to whom the 


* ſon ſhall reveal him.” Now Chriſt de- 


clares that the end of his coming down 
upon earth, was to ſhew us the : father; 


to reconcile us to him, and to teach and 
ſet before us, by his own bright example, 
the way of eternal life through his interceſ- 


ſion; and the overcoming that death 
through his obedience, which was entail- 
ed on us through the tranſgreſſion of 
the firſt man. When therefore we pray, 


health among all. generations; and as 
this can be alone done through the light 


by this prayer, that God would take from 
men all Sorhpgets hardneſs of heart, : # 


8 8 1 


= 3 
1 
3 


we petition with 


ö 
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contempt of the revelation of bis word 
by his ſan; and bring all mankind to the 
knowledge of himſelf, and his laws, as 
declared by his ſon our Saviour in the goſ- 


pel; that the ſound of this goſpel may 
go out into all lands, and its words to 
the end of the world; and thereby ful- 


fil the prophecy of Iſaiah and the prophet 


Habbakuk, And the earth ſhall be fill 
ed with the knowledge of the Lord, 
« even as the waters cover the ſea.” Some 
commentators and divines give a different 


2 turn to this petition, © Thy kingdom 
«* come;” and think that we thereby aſk 


of God to haſten his kingdom in heaven, ; | 


and bring us to judgment. for our | ever« 


laſting happineſs, e the merits of ow \ 


n Redeemer . 


> 6 4 8 4 n 
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Tas Adtetpokitlanas Thy kingdom 


come,“ can ſcarce be admitted; be- 
cauſe, in the firſt place, a breach of abu 
» #5 . rity; 
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r a thb 'begging of God to "Kink 1 


his goodneſs in creating beings for 


laſting bliſs; it is ſhewing ourſelves ia | 


thing like the Jews, who envied the h. 


pineſs of the Gentiles in having the pri- 


Pigs of the goſpel __ with themſelves, 


Sou again 8 it is n 
God to haſten the accompliſhment of this 
| preſent world; and bring on the mik 
lenium of Chriſt's ſecond coming upon 


earth, to live with thoſe that are at his 


coming for a thouſand years. But all theſe 
interpretations are in no wiſe mp, 
with our ſtate or condition, to aſk of God | 
to haſten one, or bring on another ; for 


as we know nothing of his diſpenſatioh, | 


we can in no. wiſe determine what is beſt 


bescting his infinite . and wil 


F 


4.0% 


> Ws 


to be freed from this darkneſs and in: 1 


ow R renb's Ar EA 


"30 1 
on the Rieans of: preſent and eterunl. ali: „ 
pineſs as there ſet forth, particularly as __ 
declared in our Saviour s ſermon. on the _ 


— 


mount, muſt in courſe and with unavoid- | 
able confeſſion, agree that there can be =_—_ 
no ſyſtem invented by the wiſdom of man, ._ 


in any : wiſe 1 compar able to it in 0 excel 1 3 
lency and goodneſs. And then, at the 1 
ſame time, either reflect upon the antient _ 


kingdoms of heatheniſm and idolatry, hs; "i 


thoſe preſent nations of darkneſs and er- _ 
ror amongſt the Mahometan s, and thoſe „„ 1 1 
people to whom the light of the goſpel has IR 1 
never ſhined; we cannot, I ſay meditate „„ A 
on theſe” things, without wiſhing them | 4 255 ] 1 4 


quity ; and to be bleſſed with the true 
knowledge of his ſon, as declared to us 
by the goſpel of Qhriſt our Saviour, Our . 
new covenant is not only the ſtandard of | 
faith, but of true morality ;/and excluſive {| 
of the hopes of a ane, life, never was 

there 3 


\ A, 
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: there, nor ever will. there be, (precepts I 
qual to them invented for our mutual 1 
caſe, happineſs and peace in this world. J 
Here we are. taught how to behave; 6. | 

wards God, ourſelves, our neighbour, and 

our enemies; and, as far as is poſſible 4% 1 
be effected in this world, by what means 
we may live peaceably with all men. 5 
We are taught to be cautious without 
malice; to guard againſt our enemies with- 
out returning evil for evil: and every or-, 
dinance which -muſt be the reſult of a- 
good and uncorrupted . heart. Theſe; my 
brethren, are the glorious privileges of the 

| goſpel or kingdom of Chriſt and God; 
and what, af univerſally known, believed; 
and practiced, would neceſſarily produce 
glory to God, and peace and good-will 
amongſt men. This is then what we pray 

for, when we ſay, Thy kingdom come 
we. then wiſh that this goſpel of per- 
fection, the glorious revelation of God's 
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will by his ſon, - may be 8 
out the whole world; that all mankindd 2 
may become as one fold, under one ſhep- „ 
herd Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, the dt 1 
Captain, forerunner and compleater both 
of our preſent and future felicityj. Butt 
as Chriſt tells us, If we know theſe * 
6 things, happy ſhall we be if we des 


« them: : that is, our faith alone will! 1 


then procure us happineſs and felieit r. 
when our words and actions are agreeable 1 
to the outward profeſſions of our mouths +» 
or even the inward acknowledgments of 0 1 
our hearts; therefore we are commanded 1 — 
to pray in the third and laſt petition, re- 4 i _— 
ſpecting our duty to God, and ſay . Thy | | | 5 — 
vill be done on earth as it is in heaven.“ \ N. 1 358 2 
The former acknowledgment or petitions: ' 
are only preparatory, or leading to this 2 5 
grand teſt of the whole. We acknow- „ 
ledge God as out chief protector, by all. of 
ing him father: we aſcribe - to him all 5 
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power and dominion by confeſſing Bim 44 


| hallowed ; and we confeſs the excallony” | 
and goodneſs of the revelation by his ſon, 


out the world. But what do all theſe 
outward profeſions um prayers avail, un- 


1 : i 
F 3 * 
1 © 
- rw 


% que unto 'me ?” What would it ſigniſis 


ſelves by their corruptions even below the 


end of God's revelation and wall to man- 


be the King of heaven: we acknowledgy: | 
that his name oannot too worthily.: nl 


praiſed, by praying that his name may be 


by wiſhing that the goſpel or kingdom 
of Chriſt may become univerſal through- 


leſs accompanied with a ſuitable life and 
converſation ? «© What ſignifies ſaith 
& by the prophet Malachi, that- you call 
& me father, if you refuſe the honour! 


if all the world believe in the father, | 
ſon, and holy ghoſt, if they lived as too 
many are apt to do, as if they had neither 
common ſenſe nor reaſon; degrading them 


brutes, that have no underſtanding? The 


kind 
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und is, that we may live obedient to that 
W will, even as the angels who live in con 
ſtant praiſe and obedience to God. Thy 
1 “ will be done, O God, on earth as it is 
5 6c in heaven, &c. ' &c.” For thus only 
| ſhall we, after this life, live in heaven 
| through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom, 
with the Father, and Holy Ghoſt, be aſerib- 
ed all honour, glory, and worſhip, world 


without end. Amen. T5] 
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JN = former diſcourſe on theſe words, \ 
conſidered. the Lord's Prayer ſo far s 

reſpected our manner of addreſſing God in 

it, and the praying for the glorit5 

is name; the. univerſal promulgation , 

is will as declared by his Son ; and laſtly, 

by a general obedience to his commands b 
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mankind on earth, as the angels pray to | 
him in heaven. & |} hus far this comprebenfible q 


and perfect prayer reſpects our Creator; his 
attributes, and our immediate and direct 


duty towards him; which ends with that 


part when we pray that God's will may 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; let us 
then now proceed to conſider thoſe petitions | 
which reſpeA ourſelves and all mankind ; 
and they are theſe three; firſt, ©* give us 
this day our daily bread; ſecondly, for- 
“give us our treſpaſles, as we forgive them 


* 


„ that treſpaſs againſt us; and thirdly, , lead 
© us not into temptation, but deliver us 
66 from evil.“ F irſt then, let us conſider 
2 the force and meaning of the petition « 4 Gite 


<4 us this day our daily bread;“ or, as it 


| 4s rendered in the chapter from which 1 have 
taken the text, Give us day by day our 


« daily bread. This petition, in getietal, 


ſets forth that our dependance is on God; ; 
that it is in vain | to riſe early, or late take 


Ra 


DANN 3 | 3 5 | 3 reſt, 


gives the incteaſe. By the word give, we 
imply, that it is the pure gift of God, w | — 
beſtows it upon us; not as the revwrafd of 5 . - 
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own abundant 
we ſa' 
we ih 
prayers to God, not to eat with anzity ot 

mu rmuring for fear. of \ future Want, what 


he hath | 
J and imfnetliate fuſtenance; that we ought 
| Wl tobe thankful that we have What we alk 
R or waht fo to receive it with. 
= | | Bandes and hurnbly 
| n more than is neceſſary 
W | dient for our neceſſities; not doubts | 


| ing but the ſane benevolent hand which 
eds and eloths us ts day, will de ready 
to aſſiſt us to-morrow, by bur 
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| | ing or Haficient: in our different 3 1 
and ſtations, for the preſetvation and up-: | 
port of- ourſelves, and thoſe who. may 'rea- ] 
. ſonably look up to us for aid and aſſiſtance. 
AIRS ut it implies that we ſhould live contented 
= with the ways of providence; and not like 
„ „ the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, * murmur ö 
whilſt the very food is in our mouths, and 
thereby entailed the wrath of God on them. L 
It certainly cannot but give a man a pleaſure ; 
to ſee. his particular employment proſper i in g 
his hands, and bring him home the honeſt. 
| profit and, emolument, of his: induſtry. and 
labour, either of mind or body. Vet when 
| what we call adverſe fortune happens unto 
us:; that diſappointment jor. lofles attend 
our care, and we reap tares where we have 
ſown wheat, and after all our care to 
85 . | L | plant, dig about, and prune our vineyard. 
Peet ſhould; jit produce wild grapes; we 
3 muſt not loſe ourſelves . in deſpair, Ain 
1 ade of providence, | We muſt here 
4.4 „n 
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| the doin of the, ia 1 — <a N 1 
> dani kothids PAY and raiment we muſt — 
: ö therewith enrn BY be content. It. 46 in⸗ 1 85 
5 deed, in every man's power, and every _ 5 3 
man's duty to uſe his honeſt endeavours s 
to promote both the welfare and profpe- = 
rity of his family: and what is in no wiſe = 
forbid or diſcouraged in this petition... Al. = 
that we aſk of God in it is, that he will 

grant us thoſe things which are e \- 
for us; by aſking them we acknowledge yo 
both his power and govdneſs. to aſſiſt us; 

and by, aſking it only for that da, we 1 
confeſs , our gratitutle and full reliance .on 2 
him; not doubting his fatherly care ad ft: ES. 4 
affection, in the ſame manner during n I : "Ml 
future ng of our lives. rt lie tan: 5 3 2 
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Brzap wncloukredly: is rich in nen.. 
tioned 3:becauſe whiere that is, ; there. can 5 ö | 
be no real want; and where it is noti no . 2 
2bundance ran fatisfy.,- It is the ſtaff, of life, * 
. 5 8 at! 


„ e math Lohw's EE. | 
ati without which, ther a | 
at leaſt loſe their reliſh; and What n iat 43 
is ſufficient to ſuſtain man's heart, and pre. 
ferve ſtrength and health to his boly. 1 | 
| +) this petition then, we pray God fiot h 4 
. | to give to us our daily bread ; to : 
3 = 1 what may be ſufficient for our preſent: mY 
gences; but we withal pray to him to ge | 
=: us a grateful and contented heart to - | 
z | ce.eive, or live with thankfulneſs, in that a 
. ſtate of life unto which it fhall have Pleaſes 
3 God to call us. Not to murmur at God" 
1 1 dealings with others; not to be ehvious 
f thoſe Who may have been intruſted WIE 
3 the talents of riehes and power ; that thy 
have nothing to do büt ſpeak the Wer 
'Y = | only, and their wants are not only: up. 
is | plied, but every imagination or wiſh ful- 
| Killed to their hearts deſire: and whilftiwe 
wmaauxe allotted to us only à fingle talent er 
8 ' | bodily labour and induſtry, which "by "the 
—_ fweat of our brow will but * bring « 


W 


that while they have ae to eat. 3 oY 
ment to put on; they thould be thankful 
and obedient to God's laws, as the only 

having it continued to chem. 
Murmuring and diſcontent 9 
uneaſineſs and deſpondence in the mind, 
without bringing it any real aſſiſtance or 


relief. But ſome put a further męaning qn 


cis Pesion. and refer it to the wants of : 


JL as our bodies; and by the 
word bread, would mean the bread of "a | 
ritual life; and. herpiorg, we a God, 


ol ud bodies; _ tao 4 and Yi 


5. one our bodies: and Kick grace 
« for gur ſquls. But they ſeem, rather 
Kon 08, it. However, 
D 3 "I 
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it is Attended with this 3 has 1 


no hurt can, but good may ariſe from iy t. 4 
If men, in this petition, do mean tolaſk 3 


of God grace | for the ſoul, as well as, nes | 
ceſſaries for the body, no harm can ariſe ] 
from it; for certainly, in this prayer, Where 4 
we aſk of God to fupply us with þ our 


| daily bread, it is naturally ſuppoſed that 
we may make uſe of our own beſt endea - | 


yours in attention to thoſe | means wh th 


our ſtation in life affords us, for the mains, 
tenance of ourſelves and connections; 5 ty | 


in like manner, if we here pray for 
the aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit and 
grace to our ſouls, we muſt in courſe ut F 
our beſt endeavours to eradicate out of ur 
hearts and minds every evil imaging ion 
and thought; and inſtill into them good 
deſires, and earneſt reſolutions of pleaſing 
God. I fay in both caſes, in reſpect to 


; body or ſoul, our own care and attention 
for their welfare muſt attend our pity 


ji-F 


2M” 


o THE LORD' 8 PRAVER:. 


to God for them; ev-elfe;; if we: ere lind · 
lent or idle, faithleſs and wicked, we ate 
a contradiction to our very prayers; and 


declare one thing with our mouths, and 


promote a direct oppoſite one by our ac- 


tions: than which, nothing can be more 
abſurd and contradictory, both to reaſon 


and the principles and end of the goſpel 
diſpenſation. + This I ſay, is the conſtrue- 
tion which ſome put upon the petition; but 


the words themſelves rather ſeem to con - 


fine it to our bodily wants and exigen- 
cies; and the: laſt petition : Lead us not 
« into temptation, | but deliver us from 
evil, to reſpect our ſauls;:: but on this, 
let every one be his on judge and der 
termine. The petition is certainly good, 
neceflary; and epedient in either interpre- 


tation. It teaches us to look up to God as 


our father and benefabtor for our ſuſte- 
nance” and ſupport; and after the houeſt 
uſe of Our beſt endeavours! for hel things 
Folge _ pe: : 8 of 
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a 1. ee e to Ihe: l 
up with ſupercilious pride and ae 
if riches ſhould increaſe with us; nor to bo 


| loſt in wretchedneſs and deſpair though we. 
with difficulty procure. food: and raiment 
for ourſelves. Let us ever remember that 
it is the ſame. Lord that gave that takes 
away; and as he is infinite in power, good: 
neſs, and happineſs in himſelf, he can 
neither take delight in the miſery of 
others, nor in having reſpect of perſons;” 


and therefore we may be ſure, from the 


irregularity of things in this world, as well 


as from revelation, God will at length judge - 


his creatures in righteouſneſs, and ever 

man give accountof his talents ; when they 
that have had many intruſted to their Care, 
will have the more to account for; and 
they who have been faithful in a little, 


will with equal right, receive a crown of 


eveHfaſtiing bli ſs. through Joi»: Chriſt our 
þ Ti : "Serial. 5 
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Saviqur. hie is 255 meaning of "ha erk 
petition to God reſpecting ourſelves—grati- 
tude and thankfulneſs, with a contented 
mind for thoſe bleſſings which God, of his 
infibite wiſdom and goodneſs, may beſtow 
upon us in this lower and probationary ſtate; 


are all equally given us for the trial of our 
faith and virtue, in order to render us meet 


fall into, both towards God and ourſelves 


and fellow-creatures. | We then, are bets 
taught and emboldened to aſk of God the 
forgiveneſs of our ſins through the merits 
of Chriſt; and are taught on what con- 
dition we can aſk, pardon. of our offences 


them that treſpaſs againſt us.. 
. 1 ; \ "A 15 FAS 4 * & 1 A 1 2 >a. #- Ge — * 1 x 


for riches and poverty, obſcurity and power 


partakers of Chriſt's kingdom in heaven. 
The next petition is in reſpect to our fins 
and offences, which we through our own. 
frailty and the fall of our firſt parenrs-dhjly | | 


at the hands of God through his mediation; 
Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we, forgive 
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And certeist the terms are juſt 5 "TY 
tural; for if we will not forgive our bre r. 
ther his treſpaſſes, but perſecute him wit 
malice and revenge, who are encompaſſed | 


with the ſame infirmities ; how can we 


aſk forgiveneſs of that God, whoſe eyes 
are too pure to behold iniquity, and too g | 


good to give us any provocation to ſin and 


tranſgreſs againſt him? Here then we are 
taught that moſt uſeful but moſt difficult 


legs, of loving not only our friendu; bit, 


our enemies. The word which we tranſ-- 
late forgive, falls greatly ſhort of the ori. 


ginal term; you ſee in St. Luke it is ſaid, 
that we aſk of God to forgive us our debts, 


as we forgive our debtors. Every fin 
againſt God, may be conſidered ag à debt 


due to the juſtice and goodneſs of God; 9 


and by forgiving a debt, the original wal 
: means to blot out and eraſe, and diſcharge 


as we do the accounts of thoſe who have 
fully fatisfied our demands upon them 2 
- * 4 b . 6 p it which ; 


* 
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which our Saviour more Folly -expleaw 8 in A 
the verſes immediately following the Lord's 
Prayer That God will not forgive us dur 
treſpaſſes, unleſs we forgive the treſpaſſes 
of our brother, from the very bottom of 
our hearts. Indeed our Almighty Creator 1 
frequently explains to us in the old Teſt a. 
ment, what he means by forgiveneſs; that "+ 
he will no more remember them, nor call 
us into judgment for them; that if we will La 
but repent they ſhall not be mentioned unto 
us; but for the righteouſneſs which we 5M 
have done, ſhall we enter into life: Hence i | | ER 4 
then, we ſee in what manner we are to 2 
forgive our enemies; ; that we are to en- 


| ' {7 
tertain in our hearts no malice nor re- | ii "4 


venge to them, but muſt leave the revenge 1 


of our cauſe, either to the public laws of 
our country, or t righteous. tribunal of 7 4 
God at the laſt great judgment: Where yy 1 
the ſecrets of all hearts will be diſcloſed. 
and n one will be * according * 


tO 


* 


8 


xG 
> * 4s 
* : 
5 KY 
13.4 : 
2 
5 
EE 
FR. A. 
3 
. 3-9" Ms 
3 
* 


deſigning men in our boſöm, or to \make | 
the wicked or malicious the companion .of 


2 gpl an enemy to revenge, but at tho : 


66 Ko run Lende PRAYER. | 1 


to righteous judgment. We Are [ib 45 8 
in any wiſe, commanded ta harbour evil d 


our lives. Our Saviour teaches us on this 
oceaſion, that upon his being refuſed 
going into a village of the Samaritans, hi! 
diſciples, James and John were immediately 
inflamed with -indignation, and wanted 
our Saviour to he directly revenged upon 
them, „ Lord, ſay they, wilt thou, that 
«we command fire ta come down from. 
© heaven and canſume them even as Elias 
& did: but he turned about and rebuked 
them, and ſaid, “ Ye know not what man- 
«© ner of ſpirit ye are of, for the San of 
60 Man i is not came. to deſtray men lives, 
i but to fave them, and they went to.ano». 
©. ther village.” You ſee our Savigur ſhewed 


ſame time he refuſed to have any com- 
munication with them: : and i in like man» 
| ' nets; - 

* 


* N ; Wo he 
8 N * * N 4 4 2 - | 7 
4 s " . a : C * 2 2 - fy 
8 P%- p 4 0 bs % 1 E ; 
2 oe n * 4 % 


ner, when he ſent his diſciples into the 
world, he adviſed them againſt all Wrans 
glings, quarrela and revenge againſt, or with, 
any Wicked men they might meet with, | 
dut withal-adviſed them to: ſhake off the 
rery duſt from their ſhoes; in leaving the 
habitations of vil men, thereby forbidding 


all interedurſe with them. From hence - 


we are again taught how to behave to thoſe 
that offend” us: we are to harbour no ma- 
lice in our! hearts, nor ſtudy with 1e 
vengeful ſpite to return evil fon evil; hut 


then we are ommanlled to guard ourſelves 


zpainſt their) ſtratagems and wiles, and he 
who injures us once, we huve a right to 
endea bur that he may not do fo the Tecond, | 


time; we Are here again to make uſe not 


of the ſting or malite, but of the wiſ⸗ 
dom of the :ſeipent ; nbt. the timidity or 
ſupineneſs, but ine innüöfruds Gf the dove. 
We are them you ſee to make it 2 fixed 
ruſe . injuries to no one, though be 


242 | | no | . injures. 
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Jnjures u 16 2 bus 88 tlie fits time wer have. | 
a right to take heed to ourſelves that we 4 
ſuffer no injury of others. It is the; only 
forgiveneſs we are capable of tanincda; 'ofs 
fenders againſt ust not to injure them by 
wicked retaliation; this thews we forgive 
them from the heart, i in the ſame l mans 
ner as the abſtinence from future evil ils 
the beſt ſign of our repentance. for that 
which is paſt. We muſt confider them in 
C common as our fellow: creatures; | even as 
God : ſuffers the ſun to ſhine upon the evil 
as well as the good; leaving the judgment 
of all things with him to whom all hearts 
are open, and the: eauſe, and deſign, and 
end of every action, is as well dener 
as to the perpetrators themſelves: Thi 
is not only the beſt means of living peace · 
ably with men, but gaining the eternal 
peace of God; this is not only. the moſt 
probable method of having allowance made 
| ys our infirmities amongſt men, but you 
find, 


9 4 FEES: 
= 4 =. 


ſelf has ta ght us to pray for and expeck 
the forgiveneſs of our ſins, or treſ paſſes, on 
condition that we forgive the ſins, treſpaſſes 
or debts of other 8 againſt us. The, laſt 
petition- in this, ol conciſe and compre · 
henſive prayer, is is, [Lead us not into 
temptation, 105 deliver us from evil.“ 
We muſt not here mean that God kept: 
any man to ſiu; for as Solomon obſerves, 
God neither tempts any one, neither hath he 
given to any man licence to fin. What we 
alk of God i is, to keep us in ſuch a way as may 
not put us to the trial of our. virtue, or ex 


poſe us tq the temptation of ſin. This is 


2 4 


to remove from him vanity and lies, with 
which he might be decei ved and ſeduced from 
his uprightneſs and integrity; not to depreſs 
him with poverty. or indigence, leſt he ſhould 
not have reſptution ' enough - to perſevere 
1 | 1 with- 


o 
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find, the gr round-work. and ecand tion of o onr 
forgiveneſs, with. God; as our Saviour him | 


—— 


what Agar means, when he prays to God, 
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iet murmuring, hdd: or. n. 
tice; neither to give him an over aht 
dant affluence of riches, leſt they Would 


puff up his heart with haughtineſs, ſo db 


to forget the author of them and be apt ts 


deny his dependance on heaven. All theſe 
things we are commanded to pray wainſk. al 
admirably ſet forth in our church ltary. 
Vou ſee even our Saviour himſelf prayed to 
God, if it were poſſible to let the cup of 
death paſs, to comply with it: and fo we 
have a right to aſk. of God to preſerve u 
from all fin and wickedneſs, that is, fron 


every thing which may tempt us to it; 


from any thing outwardly which may in- 
vite our carnal ſenſes; or inwardly from 
all evil thoughts which may affault/ and 
hurt the ſoul. But here, as in all other 
petitions, our 'own beſt endeavours - 
ſtrivings againfl vice, is preſuppoſed; and 

indeed the only reaſon upon which we can 


expect God's protection, either when vice 
- . aſſaults 


er. 
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ng into their ſnares. | 1f we mie EY 1 
tue our. ſtudy, and vice our. abhorrence, cr = 20 
we can then with boldneſs, and flial aſſu-, _—_— 
rance, aſk of our heavenly Father to pre- . =_ 


ſerve us from all temptations to evil; to _ 


conſider our frailty, and accept our bet A 
endeavours to pleaſe him, and not to try, © 
us above what we are able to bear; and. "i 
with expectation of bis fatherly aſſiſtance, 1 br 
alk him in the latter part of this petition, to 1 
« deliver us from evil;“ which ſome i inter- Neg 3 3 
pret from the evil.one, that 18, from ſatan; _ 
and indeed ſome ſimilar paſſages where _— A 
the ſame word is uſed, | ſeem to. fix t is 25 — 
meaning to the petition, that what we 
here aſk, of God, is his bleſſed will not to | 
| endanger our virtue by temptation, but de- 
liver, or free us from the. power of r | 4-1 
grand adverſary. Satan. For thus you find 

our Saviour ſaid to St. Peter, that he was 


delivered up into ms, power of Satan, to'be 
R 98 ſifted All 
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e THE LokD's PRAYER, . 


ſifted by him. It is then lad uu 
grand adverſary we pray, agreeable to our 
church litany, that we may beat part 
Satan under our feet. But when we thus 
pray againſt the influence of this wicked 
one, Satan, and aſk of God to deliver us 
from his power and dominion ; we natu- 


- rally declare ourſeives his enemy, and pro- 


| 


feſs to fight againſt him, under the ban- 


ner of Chriſt, to the uttermoſt of our 
power. T he Scriptures tell us, that if we 
e refiſt the devil and his ſolicitation, he will 
< flee from us, as he did from Chriſt after 
the temptation in the ' wilderneſs; and 
you ſee, in the parable of the ſower, that 
tlie devil is allowed to ſupplant the word of 
God with his own wicked devices, when we 
ſuffer it to paſs into our ear unnoticed, and 
give it no place in our hearts and affec- 5 
tions. By this prayer then, we aſk God 
to be our guard and defence in our chrif- 


tian warfare; and ſeeing we are ſurround- 
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ed with innumerable temptations and 6 7 


lurements to ſin, we earneſtly intreat God 
ſo to ſubdue and mortify our evil and cor- 


rupt affections; that the evil inticements 
of this world may not tempt us ta deſert 
our duty; nor to ſuffer us, of his mercy. 


and goodneſs, to be tempted above our 


ſtrength; but to deliver us from Satan our 


great tempter, who is ever ready at hand 


to encourage and ripen into actions either 
the outward ſolicitations of the world, or 
the inward imaginations; and evil thoughts 
of the ſoul: we then, here offer ourſelves, 
our ſouls, and bodies, to be an holy and rea- 


ſonable ſervice to God; we beg his hea- 


venly aſſiſtance to our own beſt endeavours, 
to keep them pure and unſpotted from the 


world ; that we may be preſerved, if it be 
his bleſſed will, from every temptation of 
offence towards him ; more eſpecially from 


the power and dominion of Satan our de- 


clared enemy, Who we know from Scrip. 
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ture, is ally ſeeking whom he may * 
vour, and make equally miſerable with | 
himſelf; ſo that thus, through our own 
ſtudy after virtue, and reſiſtance to vice, 
we may, through God's holy aſſiſtance and 
protection, live ſecure from all fin and 
wickedneſs, and from our ghoſtly enemies, 
and from everlaſting death ; and at the day 
of judgment be received into the realms 
of eternal and increafing- happineſs in hea» 
ven, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; to 
whom with the Father, and the Holy-Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all honour, glory, and worlhip, | 
world without end. Amen. 
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ON THE LORD's PRAYER. 
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ST. LUKE, CHAP. 11. VERSE 2. 


— 


AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHEN YE PRAY, 


YE SHALL SAY, OUR FATHER, 


IN a former diſcourſe on © theſe words, | 
the Lord's Prayer was to be conſidered 

as divided into three parts; the preface, or 
exordium; the petitionary part; and laſtly, „ 
the doxology or concluſion. We have al- 

ready explained the force and meaning of 
the two prior diviſions: let us therefore, 

E 3 now 
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now, i in the laſt dite, conſider the FRE: 


ology or concluſion ; and then draw from | 


the whole ſome uſeful reflections to our- 


ſelves. Firſt, then, we are to conſider the 
doxology or concluſion, ** Thine is the 


6 kingdom, and the power and the glo- 


bo ry, for ever and ever Amen.“ 


Vou muſt have obſerved, that this dox- 
ology, and petitionary affirmative Amen, 
is not given us by St. Luke; from whence 


5 ſome would infer, that neither was it writ-. 


ten by St. Matthew, but inſerted by his 


- commentators and critics; particularly as 
it is not taken notice of by St. Chryſoſ- 


tom, Cyprian, and other early writers of 


the Church on the Lord's Prayer; and in- 


deed, omitted i in ſome copies of the Greek 


Teſtament. Others are of opinion, and 1 


think with a very great ſhew of probabi- 
lity, that they were written exactly in the 
manner they now ſtand i in the New Tel- 

| 2 tament. 
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; tament.  Divines of this way of ion .* - 
account for the difference 1 in the. following 5 . mM 
a mann en EM et ap ap 7 3 
Tux Lord's Prayer, as given by St, 


| Luke, is to be conſidered as a private prayr 
er, and calculated for the chamber or clo- 
ſet: that given by St. Matthew is liver 
ed to the world in general. You ſee 1 
St. Luke, the diſciples aſked our Lord to 
teach them to pray, in the ſame manner 
„as John taught his diſciples ; and he ſaid 
6 unto them, when ye pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
« ther.” ; This was a private directory for 
his diſciples; and a prayer that each of them 
ſhould make uſe of to God in their addreſ- 
ſes to him; and therefore you find the 
Amen is not added becauſe, as the words 
were to come out of their own mouth, | 
there was no occaſion to add the Amen, 
of aſſent or wiſh. But the prayer in St. 


Matthew 1 18 * on a different occaſion, 
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ad fo a Aten purpoſe. You fag the | 
this 1 1s given to mankind as. a public pray- N 
er; and a pattern for all our prayers, peti · 


tions, and thankſgivings to God in the pub- 
lic churches: and in ſome of the early 


churches, the miniſter or reader, uſed to 


ſtop at deliver us from evil ;” and then 


the congregation uſed to add, Thine 


is the kingdom, and the powet, ab the 
glory, for ever and ever, Amen:“ That 
1s, this we believe, with, and confide on. 


And in the ſame manner we * the Ghia 


Patri, at the end of the Pſalms ; and what 


ſeems as a confirmation that this doxology 
was given by our Saviour himſelf is, that 


the whole prayer ſeems to be a collection 
from, and improvement of, ſeveral prayers 
uſed by the Jewiſh people: and this conclu- 


fion looks like a near copy, or reſemblance 


of that form of.praiſe and adoration uſed 
by David, in the firſt Book of the Chroni- 


cles, on the earneſtneſs and zeal of the peo- 
Er '$ EO ple 


2 22 


in a aſſiſting Solomon to build a F 1 
to the Lord: „ For thine, O Lord, i is the go 


. Wl «© greatneſs, and the power, and the glo- 2 x 
— * IY, and the victory, and the majeſty; for | E 6 | 
7 « all that is in heaven, and in the earth is . 
| « thine ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord. 8B - 


| c and thou art exalted as head above all.“ Ge K 
This you ſee, is an acknowledgement of =_— 
God's infinite power, might, majeſty, and 
dominion : that he is ſuperior to all beings 
both in heaven and earth ; that he reigneth | 
with uncontroul over angels, men, and 

every other creature that ever has, can, or 
will exiſt, and draw the breath of life. 

It is of God, and none beſides him, that 

cometh riches and honour; - and, what is 

{ſuperior to theſe, health, and ſtrength, and 
peace of mind. In God's hand alone is 
power and might; and to him it is to make 
and to give ſtrength to all: therefore, faith 
holy David, . Unto thee do we give 
„thanks, and it is thy glorious name, O 

. 6 Lord, 
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cc « give the honour/ due unto thy name. * 


Ta IS e Sou” 18 kgs of the 
fame nature; : it 66 confirmation, of the 
former part of prayer, as relating to God's | 
attributes; and it ſhews the foundation, 
reliance; and hope we have, to expect | a 
compliance with the petitions which re: 
late to ourſelves, and our fellow creatures, 
Thus when we ſay, © Thine is the king · 
« dom,” it is a confirmation toour with i in the 
| prayer,“ Thy kingdom come;“ when we ac- 
knowledge Thine is the power, we grant 
that God's will ought to be done on earth, 
„sas it is in heaven;“ and laſtly, when we 
ſay, Thine is the glory, for ever and ever, 
we acknowledge the propriety of our pe- 
and by 

the Amen, we acknowledge our belief and 

| aſſent to the attributes of God, as our eter- 
nal Father, Creator, and. Governor of us, 
and 


27 


tition, © hallowed be thy name; 


a all wakes in 1 Ik ſenſe as PRE 
uſe it at the end of the belief, or erbed, 
and as it ſtands explained in our baptizmal 
profeſſion, « all this J ſtedfaſtly believe.“ 
And in regard to the petitionary parts, we, 
not only give gur aſſent to 
the propriety aud juſtneſs of the petitions 8 
to God our eternal Father ; but we alſo 
earneſtly wiſh they may be granted and 


oy the Amen, 


complied with, as far us 48 expedient for 


us. In this ſenſe, we ſay, Amen, at the 
end of every petitionary or thankſgiving | 
prayer uſed by the miniſter ; thereby 
making ourſelves partakers of the Whole 
prayer, which we are not ſuppoſed to fag 


aloud, but mentally, or with our Ns \ | 


after the miniſter; and then by our Amen, 
to acknowledge our attention whilſt he 
prayed, and ſhew our unanimity and aſſent, . 
by ſaying, Amen: that is, as our Church 
Catechiſm properly explains it, 6 ſo be it.” 
* heartily j join in the Prayer now repeated, 

3 | . 
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6c aud oſt cordially with God, of highs ö 
finite mercy and goodneſs, may berg! it 
to paſs through the merits of our ba 
5 Lord and Saviour.“ 7 5 


THEsE are the two opinions concerniug 
the doxology, or concluſion, which the wil- 
dom of our church hath ordained ; though 
the liturgy ſometimes omits it, and ſome- 
times retains it in our public devotions, 
Juſt as the caſe may be, ak what can never 
be determined to the opinion of all ſects. 
We are ſure of this one thing, that it can 
at no time do us hurt to acknowledge, at 
the end, or in any part of the prayer, that 
majeſty, power, and glory, belong unto 
God for ever and ever. And ſurely, we 
can never acknowledge or contemplate on 
any ſubject that can bring us home more 
real conſolation and comfort. When we 
conſider the univerſality of God's king - 
dom, that he 1s King of Kings, Lord of 

| Lords, 


o "THE Lonp' 8 PRAYER, 4 "ME 


1 and the acily Ruler of Princes, who 
does from his throne behold all the dwel- 
lers upon earth: what can be a greater in- 
eitement for us to look well to our ways, 
to approve ourſelves in his ſight, who not 

only can view the ſimple actions, but be- 
holdeth the windings of the heart. He 
ſees the ſpring of our actions, from 
whence they ariſe, and how connected with 
our ſouls; whether the offspring of pride, 
of envy, of malice, or of revenge; or whe- 
ther they are the reſult of a good conſci- 
ence, and heart fi ncerely devoted towards 
God. The kings of the earth may be dey 
ceived, and the Judges of this world may, 
through ignorance or other conſequences of 

our degeneracy, neither find out, nor puniſh 
the iniquities of our ways; but God know- 
eth all things, and will bring us unto judg- 
ment, not only for the actions of our lives, 
but for the very words of our mouth ; yea, 
the very meditations of our hearts eſcape not 
| Sh the 


#24 
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the knowledge of the Almighey, nr al e | 
judgment of that bee when the 

graves ſhall give up their dead, and every 
ſoul in its incorruptible, and immortal 
body, ſhall at the ſound of the trumpet ap- 
pear before the ttibunal of God. Every 
one muſt then prove his own work; and 


they that have done good will receive 
the reward of eternal life, and they that have 


done evil, will go into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment. All this we acknowledge, by fay- 
5 thine is the kingdom ;”* and ſurely: the 


effects of it ought to be, that we zealouſiy, 
ke good ſubjects, attend to the com- 


mands of this celeſtial King; that we may 


at length become meet partakers of the 
kingdom of heaven. The next acknow- 


ledgement is, © Thine is the power.” A 
king without power, would ſoon become 


an object | of ridicule inſtead of reverence 
and reſpect; here then we confeſs, that as 


we allowed his 9 to be over all, 


here 


ov THE + oval” PRAYERS) Y | 


here we do admit, that as his kingdom i isinfi- ; ; 


nite, ſo alſo is his power ; that he can dõo 


all things both in heaven and earth, and 
in every part of his Adewbinion; and con- 
ſequently, he is the fountain of goodneſs 
and grace ; and one that 1s able to grant 
all that we can with or deſire, and even as 
the Scriptures phraſe it, © to do abundant- 
« Iy for us, above all that we can with or 
« aſk; in that all nature is ſubje& to him, 
and there is nothing which God cannot 
eaſily effect and bring it to paſs, without 
any kind of labour or trouble. Can men, 
then, if they ever reflect on this infinite, 
and unlimited power of God, heſitate one 
moment whom they are to ſerve; whether - 
God, or their own unruly paſſions? whes 
ther it is not their intereſt, as well as alu 
duty, to ſubject all paſſions, intereſts, and 
views in this life, to that God who has pow 
er not only to fave or deſtroy the body, but 
to reward or puniſh the ſoul to all eternity? 
. * 
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« I ſay unto you, faith Chriit, fear bien 
Is not this my brethren, ſufficient to deter | 


us from all evil works, which God. not 
only faith he will, but hath power to pu- 


niſh with miſery inconceivable ; and to 


engage. our hearts and minds in all godly 


thoughts, which may manifeſt themſelves 
in good works; fince we know God not 
only will, but has alſo power to reward 
us with eternal happineſs, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour? And laſtly, we ſay, 


„ Thine is the glory; by this we ac- 
| knowledge that he is infinite in glory and 


perfection; in whoſe preſence, as the 
Pſalmiſt obſerves, is . fullneſs of joy; and 
« and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures 
for evermore. There, you ſee, is the 
ſummit of — his kingdom i is uni- 


verſal; his power infinite; and his glory in- 


exhauſtible. How ſtrenuous then ought 
we to be, to gain the favour of this God, 
who can crown us with ſuch tranſcendent 


glory, 


ther hath it entered into the heart of man 


after righteouſneſs, have finiſhed their 


but fear and obey him, he will at the 
laſt give us our hearts defire, and fulfil 


e n LOnD's PRAYER. 


glory, as tlie reward of our ohe diebe 20 
glory, and perfection? St. Paul tells us, 
neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- _ 


to conceive: the things which are reſerved 
in heaven for thoſe, who with a good con- 
ſcience and an upright heart, following 


courſe of trial and probation on earth. St. 
paul could not have given us a more live- 

ly and engaging proſpect of heavenly glo- | 
y, than by telling us it is what hath. | 
never eutered into the heart of man; for 
ſurely, there is no ſtate or condition in | 
life, that a man would wiſh to enjoy | 
throughout all generations; ; but as we here ; 
cknowledge God. to be infinite in glory, ' 
we reſt with full confidence, that if we will 


e e 


all our petitions, to the ſatisfying of the | 
ſoul... Here are inducements to righteouſ. 
F | | nn.” | 
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0 hofaats; to tos chriſtian A diene 
Here is the eaſy yoke of - God's-paternal 

care and goodneſs over us. If we will but | 
do what our own unbiaſſed conſcience will 
enjoiu and commend, you ſee we ſhall af- 
ter this life, become heavenly inhabitea 
with a God univerfal, and infinite in do- 
minion, power, and glory; and not only 
that, it will continue ſo for ever and evg; 
and what reaſon can be given hx we 
ſhould not for ever be continued the par- 
| ticipators of his perfeCtions and MAY 


There is no doubt that if we are obedient 


here, we ſhall not only find fullneſs of joy 
and pleaſure at God's right hand, but that 
they will continue for evermore. Can we 
think on theſe things, and ſuffer any luſt- 
ful paſſion, or worldly vices to withdraw 
us from our a Can we think on theſe 
things,” and be daunted or frighted from 
our duty for fed af any worldly. danger ? 
and give up our title to this ineſtimable 
5 55 
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„and eternal ſeat of perfeſt and exiting 
# felicity, for any thing 1 in this life? no not 


, even if we could gain the whole world. 
dos, much more then, ought we to care- 


- WH fully guard againſt thoſe fins which are 
che mere effects of the want of: thought, 
| and every other offence againſt God which 
beſets us; that we may with patience and 
duty run the race which is ſet before us 
neither turning to the right hand through 
luſt or pride, nor to the left through co- 
vetouſneſs and worldly power; but to. paſs, 
with ſteadineſs and perſeverance, through 
that bleſſed road pointed out to us in the 
goſpel ; which, through the merits of ies || 
Author, Jeſus Chriſt, will bring us to 
thoſe realms of joy unſpeakable; which will! 

fully repay us for our perſeverance or hard. 
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ſhips in this world, and will eontinue Ns N 1 
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Ws then conclade the whole prayer! by 
faying amen; and ſurely no man can but 
ardently give his aſſent to the one part, a id 
his wiſh for the accompliſhment of the 
other. But, as I before obſerved, we muſt 
not only aſſent to, or wiſh this with our 
outward mouths; ; but, my brethren, it 
- muſt come from our hearts, and be accom- 
panied with all the mental faculties of our 
ſouls; and above all, if we mean to gain by 
it the joys of heaven, it muſt be confirnied 
by an holy life and converſation. This i 1s - 
the end of all our prayers, chankſgivings, 
| and interceſſi ons for ourſelves and others, 
that we, by obedience and godly duty, ſhew 
-ourſelves the children of our heavenly Fa- 
ther; and then he will have compaſſi ion up- 
on our infirmities, and pity us even as an 
earthly father pitieth his children; and will. 
at- length, forgive us our ſins, and cleanſe 4 
us from all unrighteouſneſs, through the 
interceſſion of Chriſt. Let but ſin be the 
. 5 object 3 


object of our Er 425 let us huge ag we 
promiſed at our baptiſm, - manfully- fight 
under the banner of Chriſt againſt ſin, the 
world, the fleſh; and devil, and continue 
Chriſt's faithful ſaldiers to our: lives end, in 
ordering our goings according to his goſpel: 


and then will our bleſſed Lord lead us ſafely | 


through the temptations of this life, and 
guide aur feet in the way that leadeth to 
everlaſting glory in heaven. Thus I have 
gone through a brief explanation of the 
Lord's s Prayer; ; from which I ſhall draw one 
ſhort inference or two, by "_ of pie 
cation to ourſelves, : of Col IT | 


4 lets 4 is objected by Sine, The toa 
| frequent uſe and repetition. of this moſt ex- 
cellent prayer in aur liturgy. In order to 
ſet this matter right, | we muſt remember 
that the office of the Chriſtian liturgy i in 
eur eſtabliſhed church is pagers into three 
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th en Akin Lace 3 
mM \, certainly allow the neceſſity and wiſdom « 
WM . uſing the Lord's Prayer once in every ſa⸗ 
=. cred and devout office. of the church; 534 
F 5 | it 1s. uſed but once 


T0 you | 
„ and 


4 find ir ir is given once mts We 
„ ? once without it; and the occaſion where 
if they are uſed, 1s. ſo natural and u 
=. that I do not ſee how. we. co 
—_ addreſs our God as with the Lord: 8 Phe 
1 had we even uſed i it before in the ſervice. 
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have made a general confeſſion of out 
ſins; and if our repentance for them, and re- 
ſolutjon on for future obedience, are ſincere 
from the heart, and our belief in the goſpel | 
3:We are then, as the miniſter is 
forms himſelf and us, abſolved from all our 
f eternal rough | 


- % 


Warar prayer now could the wiſdom 
man invent ſo proper to follow this. merci-' 


9 


ful redemption from ſin, and the —_— 1 
eternal life, as the prayer which our 


and Saviour taught t gt bn 


* 


ig it, is after we 
Rave heard from the Old and New Teſta - 
ment, the nature of the old covenant w 
the Jews, and the new one with us; in 


at r are reciprocal f 
their divine origin; we then give our own _ 
| F,  - - al 
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aden to cast iid declare our faith in the + 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by repeating 3 
the belief; and thus, you ſee, if we ate 
ſincere, are we become true Chriſtians. In 
the firſt part, we give up our ſins, and pro · 


miſt to cloath ourſelyes with righteouſne 
which promiſe, if we keep on our parts, 
God will on his part forgive our ſins, and 
reward us with eternal life, through- the 
merits of his Son; ; therefore we then natu- 
rally call upon him, and fay gur Father. 
Here you ſee, we manifeſt our faith in Ache 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and then 
proceed to make our prayers, interceſſion. 
and thankſgiving to God through the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt ; and what prayer, my 
brethren, would any Chriſtian tell you it 
was ſo proper to begin our ſupplications to 
God our eternal Father with; could he 
heſitate a moment to declare it ought to be 
che Lord's s Prayer, the prayer of that Sa- 
viour r by v whoſe interceſſion alone we are 

Sx” F impowered 


- 
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endeavoured to explain to you the 
of uſing the Lord' 


„ 4 


Prayer twice in 


. * ou. 


1 


5 daily ſervice; and take it for granted h = 

ou all uſt think it neceſſary to uſe it A 

| quce in every diſtin part; which is the,” _ 3 
caſe with all offices in the church. 1 | 


_—_ only make one 
that is, from this Lord's Prayer 
we hg that Chriſt enjoins a ſet Pen * 
prayer; as he himſelf has further taught. bo 
when he made. uſe of the ſame; words Gi: 
ceſſively in three-diſtin& . times of prayer; 5 
and indeed! I am at a loſs how men can pray. 


themſelves, and much. more. how, peopl: . f 
can join with them in unpremeditated | | 
prayers. Men 1 muſt unavoidably haye tl eir * : 
minds taken up with thinking on the con 
nections of the ſentences, and not with de- 
votion; and the newneſs of the thoughts, | 
and novelty of the words, which will ak 7 | 


ways attend unpremeditated prayers, myſt, * 


a inter r upt | 
# * 4 
4 | x * 2 
. 1 
: * 
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G interrupt and draw off the attention of thoſe” 


who come to join with them in prayet; 


whereas when we know that the prayer 1s | 


compoſed with wiſdom and piety, every | 
way adapted to expreſs our wants, thankſ. 
givings, and ſentiment of our thoughts 
and heart, and in all reſpects formed to 
excite real devotion, and zeal unfeigned i in 


our prayers; here, you ſee, we have nothing | 
to' impede our devotion ; nothing is re- 
| quired but an honeſt and zealous heart to at- 


tend the miniſter, either with our voice or 


our minds, as the church liturgy directs; 


and thereby pray both with the ſpirit and 
the underſtanding alſo. It would be too long 
a taſk to enter now into the propriety and 
beauty of our church liturgy; ; ho- well, 
I had almoſt ſaid how divinely penned i it is, 
to render our devotion, a ſincere, A ſpiritual, 
and an holy and acteptable facrifice to God 
through Chriſt. The whole that I. ſhall 


obſerve 1 15, that if our lives and converſations 
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* 
> . 


were but | as | near to | the perfection of thy” 
goſpel precepts, as the ſervice of our church, 
it would be happy for us. Had we no more 


marks of human frailty-j in our lives than 


that has in its compoſition, there is no 
doubt but at the laſt we ſhall be made heirs | 
of eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt OUT 
Lord; to whom, with the Father and Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour, glory 


worſhip, 1 world without end. Amen. 
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tion to Hons; _theſe. two: points, with the 
cauſes of, and effects attending them, make | 
up the Whole pſalm. 1 
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| * 5 Bo i the verſes I le chofn for my 
= tet, David ſets forth the means he made 
ae of to preſerve himſelf in the law of 
= - God ; this, -you ſee, is by calling his own | 
= _ _,. ways to. remembrance ; for that not only 
EY made him .cſchew thoſe parts of them 
wich were evil, but urged him on to do 
= |. gogd- 1 called,” faid he, my own 
1 ways to remembrance and turned my 
4 feet to thy teſtimonies. 


£ OT 
r 
* — — 2 * 


* 


3 Tus expreſſion is ſtill more warm and 
= =p urging in the next verſe, as if he had 
| ſeen the great folly and danger of ſin, 
SG | and hurried away from it, as we, would 
bo . flee from any noiſome or deadly thing; 
ö 23 with eagerneſs returned to God, 


whoſe fervice . alone is perfect freedom. 
5 1 made 


"Me $2 
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« made haſte,” po. \ fo 


as it pere upon the law 3 God, in ide ten fol· 
lowing words! 1 Law. 2. Teſtimonies. | 3. Ways. 
4. Precepts. 5. Statutes. 6. Commandments. 7. 
Judgments. 8. Word! 9. Ordinancꝰs. 10. Joſtiee. 
each of which I ſhould think here implies the whole 
law; though in the Penteteuch they are i 5 


plied to ſomewhat different ſignifications 


f { . 1 ' 4 7 
$3 WF. 8 . 1 2 98 7 * 


, 


Ir is thought ſtatutes. or „ nnen 
rayon refer to God's will "reſpe&ing the man- 
ner and propriety in their worſhip of and obedienbe 
to him.” Judgments epllaara pious; maar reſpe&t 
their courts of judicature. | See | Croxal's ſcripture 


policy and Lewis's hebrew antiquities. 47% 03 
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Wr may. notice chat David does not only. here. 
like Homer, divide this pfalm into twenty-two. por- 
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number « of Hebrew letters: 


\ 


tions agreeable to the 


* 
whos 
$ 
f 


every verſe in the firſt eight begin with x. 
| T EIS 
4 : : 


but alſo that each verſe in every portion, —begins 
with the letter | belongi ng to that diviſion— thus 


—— 


*, 


ne 


A 


. 
os 


FJ 


ET 1 — — . 
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WF i fe 
3 
F 


4 
— 
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1 8 
5 N 8 
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3 vantage of calling our ways to 
bd0dWrlrance; an d ffom hence we 


33 8 ſelves. F irſt then, let us conſider the great 
Average of calling our ways to remem- | 


* 
x - p "$a - 5 4 i #55 


| ſometimes retire in- 
tWo himſelf, and his own. heart, it is im- 


= poſſible for him to turn from the error 


3 2 of wickedueſs, or receive any ſatisfaction 


=_ from his virtue or religion. But, even a 
— men of natural re and ren 


RR. to extirpate "x noiſome 12 57 of <a from 


b 


46 
nd 


1 amongſt the good fruits of virtue, le 
degrees it ſhould, grow predominant, | 
, =, - overcome them before the harveſt. 
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| Sin is > gf: an engaging. nature, in its 4% : 
dreſs and outward promiſes ; * will ſuit 
itſelf to all complexions and humours; 
nay, ſometimes ſteals into our hearts and 
affections, under the appearance of even 
virtue herſelf. Virtue generally” tries her 
votaries, before ſhe admits them into her 
friendſhip ; and diſcovers to them the ad- 
vantage and pleaſantneſs of her ways; vice, 
on the other hand, conceals the ſting | 
and wages of fin; accoſts and invites us. 
with preſent pleaſure, which is apt to cap- 
tivate our ſenſual appetites, and fo far en- 
gage our paſſions as to give no time to 
our reaſon or religion to interpoſe, and i in- 
quire whether thoſe things may not here- 
after be our ſorrow and puniſhment and 
therefore, as the Apoſtle reaſons, what. 


profit can there be in ſuch purſuits, 
whereof we ſhall hereafter be aſhamed ? 


Whoſe ſatisfaCtion, at beſt, is but moment- 


OS we 3 Ba but baſs proihmenr' 1 
= e and eternal? 1 


= 1 ' NorTwrrusTANDING the difference 1 + 
iD 5 very manifeſt and glaring ; yet, to our great 
_—R_- ſorrow and confuſion, do we find it is 
Bl - overlooked, for the moſt part, in our pur. 
4 op | ſuits in life. If the companions of our 
q A . lives, ſay, Come, let us go together 1 into 
„ * the houſe of folly and fin ; let us- "revel 
1 &« in the ſcenes of wickedneſs and i iniquity;“ 
1 do you think the greater . part of the 
5 world would anſwer, with David. —“ A- 
3 « way from me ye wicked I will keep 

- ke the commandments of my God? or 
= „ 606 how can I do theſe evil things, and fin 
__ * againſt God ?”Or do ye think they would 
follow the multitude to do evil 1 

* 1 Tuus far we may determine the caſe, 
= that if a man does not imitate the pſal- 
BH miſt's advice, of bringing his ways to re- 
= To G mem- 


— 


membrance, and ſometimes communing 
with God and his own heart, in his 
chamber or retirement; the chances are 


1 
X's 


# 
— 


greatly againſt him that he falls and gives 


way to the tem 


pta 


Wu are naturally inclined to evil; and 


our paſſions are meant to be guided by 185 


reaſon and religion. 


conteſt, this is the nature of the ſtate of 
If then, we will not make 


our probation. 


This then, is our 


uſe of this reaſon or religion, we ſhall 
neceſſarily fall a victim to our paſſions 3 


and we ſhall lay ourſelves open to every 


temptation to folly and vice, that evil | 
company may throw in our way.—But it 


is not, only ſery 


1 
o 
a 


. 


iceable to guard us againſt 
evil; but alſo to ſtrengthen and confirm 
us in that which is good. For if reflect- 


ing upon our evil ways, will ſet them be⸗ 
fore us in their proper deform ity; and 


is the beſt method for the turning our feet 
8 from 
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8 2 
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: from the paths of vice to thoſe of virtue; 
how much more comfortable, and how 


. 0 % 


much more cloſely . muſt i it rivet our hearts 
in the love of God, to reflect on our Vit- 


tue and obedience ? How much more pleaſ, 


ing muſt this be, than the gloomy re- 


3 flection of wickedneſs and fin ? What can 


afford greater pleaſure to a man, than to 
reflect and commune with God and his own 
heart; to find that all is right within, and 
ſtedfaſtly fixed in the way of his Cre · 
ator's commandments ? I don't mean my 
brethren, that there is any room to boaſt 
before God, when 1 diſtinguiſh between 
good and evil men; for the very beſt and 
moſt careful of us, will find, upon calling 


our ways to remembrance, that we have 


omitted and left undone many of thoſe 


duties we owe both towards God and our 
neighbour : and been guilty of, and done 


many things againſt both, which we ought 
not to do,——The difference between good 
+ CC 
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and evil men lies in this——between thoſe 
who endeavour to pleaſe God and offend 
not of malicious wickedneſs; and thoſe 
who ſeem to live for no other end than 
to ſin againſt God, and violate his com- 
mandments, as their brutal and diſſolute 
paſſions may inſtigate their evil hearts. Such 
wicked men as theſe, you ſee, can have no 
hopes of reformation and amendment; unleſs - |. | 8 
they will ſtand till and take a calm and 
penitent review of their vile and profane | 5 
actions. The firſt ſtep. to virtue is to flee 
vice; and the firſt ſtep to flee vice, is to 
coolly examine and look- into it. Vice, 1 7 
can never ſtand the teſtimony and trial 
of reflection, nor even the curſorily i inn | 8 
rogation: to what purpoſe do we purſue = 15 5 3 * 1 
her? For inſtance, let the wicked man 5 85 2M "00 
only aſk himſelf theſe ſhort queſtions— | .. ; 
Why do 1 blaſpheme God ? ' Why do! i b 
ſlander my neighbour? Why do I „ "0 
bauch and eneryate my mind and body by _. 
MS . 
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intemperance and ſenſual luſts ? W 


e 


ſwer do you think that vice can give to 
| theſe interrogatories ! She cannot defend 


her cauſe ; and much leſs when t ey bring 
againſt her the law of God, and they find 


that vice is not only, fruitleſs and unreas' 
ſonable, but that thoſe who are guilty of 


theſe things ſhall not ſee God; but be 
tormented for ever with Satan and. hif 


angels ? Moreover we ſhall, upon this TEa- 
ſoning learn on the other fide, that vir. 


tue and godlineſs of living hath the pro- 


miſe of eternal life. This then, is, you 


ſee, a moſt urgent argument to make trial 


of virtue; and if a man can once be 
brought to this, he will foon ſee the great 
difference between virtue and vice; 3 he 


| will ſoon applaud his choice, and bleſs the 


hour he deſerted vice for virtue ;. he will 


ſoon experience the ſilent and pleaſing re- 
flections of having pleaſed God, inſtead of 
the continual hurry and perturbation of 

| ß 
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in and folly, together witk che tree, 
of an evil conſcience, and the dreadful fore- 
boding of future and eternal puniſhment. 


This is clearly the advantage and neceſ- 


ſity of, what 1 call, the finner” 8 bringing 


his own ways to remembrance ; ; as the 


moſt. probable, and indeed the only chance 
for his turning again his feet to God's 
teſtimonies. Let dus now ſee the necef- | 


ſity of the good man's calling his ways 
to remembrance. You know I before ob- 


ſerved, that by the good man, I do not 


mean the perfect man; but fa to oppoſe 
him to one whoſe whole ſt 


devout at his church; ; and ſtrives in his 


life and converſation, to adorn and con- . 
firm his faith and profeſſion in Chriſt Je-. 


ſus, and his holy goſpel. But ſtill, we 


are all liable to error; and the moſt care- 


ful muſt take heed leſt he fall; and there- 


G 4 8 for e 


dy and life is 
fin and infamy; whereas this man endea- | | 
vours to pleaſe God; he is conſtant and 


Fork che Dit religious will; Hed, been 4 

advantage from reflecting on their vays 
to check any evil thoughts. which 'may 
have ariſen; to ſes that their heart 'is 
whole within them; that they are not 
ſlack in their duty towards God; and to 
ſtrengthen and confirm their pious | reſo- 
lutions, and to eradicate every the leaft 
inclination to wavering, either in faith or 
practice. Theſe are points which the moſt 
virtuous will find neceſſary and uſeful, 
The wicked man then, muſt reflect, in 
order for reformation and amendment; ? 
and the good man, in order for further 
perfection in all virtue of mind and god: 
lineſs of living. Having thus ſhewn the 
great neceſſity and advantage of calling 
our ways to remembrance, I come in the 


z 


laſt place, to make a ſuitable application 
we it to ourſelves, 


, % - * x 4 * 9 * 
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AxD b. if ever we c 


peace with God by 1 off An KY 
from henceforth walking in his holy com- 1 
mandments, it ſhould be when we draw” OM 4 = 3 
nigh the altar. | 


Many are the books written on - this -v 
ſubject, and I doubt not with pious and 


+ good intentions ; but after all that can be | | 


, , fad pr written, every man's own heart 15 


1 is his beſt inſtructor. We muſt aſk our- 1 Nis 
;1 ſelves this queſtion, both when we attend 1 
dhe church or altar, whether we mean a [ V og 
. to act up in our lives to what we there . 
| profeſs with gur mouths ?. This is the) || 
5 end both of bapti ſm and the ſupper of b \ I \ Þ 


- 
— 
* 


| the Lord, that we who. thus profeſs rt... " 


| ſelves chriſtians Ae depart from ini- ; "= n 
quity. If we were to employ every hout 

from the notice of a ſacrament, to the par- : 8 8 

ticipation of it, in faſting, prayer and hu-* 7; 


mili- 
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| laden ; if our hearts were not contrite 
and renewed in us; if our ſincere reſolu- 


tions were not thereby fixed againſt vice, 
and firmly rooted in the cauſe of piety and 
virtue; it could have no good effect. For 


theſe neceſſary means of goodneſs would 


ſoon die away, if they affect not the heart 


to the purpoſes of an honeſt converſation 


in the world; and if they do not work 


thus in us, they will ſoon vaniſh like 


the ſeed that was careleſſy thrown on the 
pathway. It is obſervable that the wordꝰ 


repentance, in the goſpel, does not come 
up to the ne the original term 


Ir may be right to obſerve here the difference 


between la, which only ſignifies. uneaſi- 


neſs, ſorrow, or torment ariſing from the effect of 


an evil action on the mind; this often drives men 
to madneſs or ſuicide; whereas pda implies a re- 
novation of the mind by deteſtation of, and ſorrow | 
for evil, to the embracing. and cleaving with our 
whole heart to that which! is good. See I Ep. Ln, 8 
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in the Greek. Erne neareſt word *h 0 
newneſe "of life ; this is the only true fign 
of our converſion to God, and that we are 
ſincere and unfeigned in our outward ſorrow - 
for paſt fins, and our reſolutions to future 
godlineſs. A good life is the grand teſti- 
mony of .our belief both in God and 
Chriſt, when either at chutch or the al- | 
tar. If men are once reſolved to Jead 
good lives, and walk in the fear of God 
and obedience to his commandments, they = 
will neceffarily hate fin ; be ſincerely ſor- 
ry for their paſt offences; and, with ear- 
neſtneſs and ſincerity, aſk forgiveneſs of 
God. On this condition, even under the 3 
old covenant, and much more under Chrift 
will they obtain forgiveneſs of their fins, | 
and be cleanſed from. all unrighteouſneſs. 
« If the wicked man will turn from all 
« his fins which he hath committed, 5 
« and keep all my ſtatutes, and do that 
«© which is * and * he ſhall ſore _ 
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„ly live, he ſhall not dies: all the tranf. 


66 greſſions which he hath committed ſhall 


6 not be mantiz unto him; in bis 


ny righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall be 
(e live fajth the Lord of hoſts.” The whole 
then it is plain lies in this; that we for 
the future abſtain from wickedneſs, and 
do that which is lay ful and rigt, and 
we ſhall ſave our ſouls alive. The 
grand point is, how we liye after the 
ſacrament, and any other religious office 
in God's holy church? To fay only «] 
«. repent, and hope God will forgive me 
my paſt ſins, on my future obedience, 
e through Chriſt this is a ſufficient pre- 


paration. The pr oof of it, howeyer 5 muſt he 
ſeen in our future conduct and behaviour; 
whether we leave off all thoſe ſins and 


tranſgreſſions we before lived i in the com- 
miſſion of, and ſtudy to ſerve and obey 


God ; ; and this we ſhall, at all times, be 
able to diſcover by a ſhort retirement, 


and 


AND SEARCHING rr o ware. 159 1 


and calling our ways to Abeba 
and we ſhall ſoon learn whether out feet 
are going on till in wickedneſs, or in 


the commands and teſtimonies of our 


Creator. 15 3 ie 


Tas is the only means of making both 


the church and altar a moſt reaſonable, holy 
and profitable ſervice; and I will add, 


of the ſacrament a moſt comfortable and 


refreſhing duty. Here we do ſpiritually _ 


eat the fleſh of Chriſt and: drink. his blood 3 


here do we dwell in Chriſt. and Chriſt 
in us; we are one with Chriſt and ae 


with us. Here do we call to remem- 


brance all his loving kindneſſes combs 
us; and confirm our love and obedience 1 


to him, by reminding ourfelyes of that 
eternal weight of glory, which his blood: | 
ſhed has purchaſed for us. 


1 
—— 4 


"EEE 
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means of eternal glory and happineſs in 
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| Wo then can think of theſe thinks | 
and not attend to the conditions upon | 


which they are offered; which are both 


eaſy and natural ? Let us but follow the 
guidance of our reaſon, and we ſhall find 
ourſelves neceſſitated to obey God in all 
things; not only for the ſake 6f our eter- 
nal reward in the next world, but for the 
perfection of our nature in this. — Re- 
ligion is only the. perfection of reaſon; 
and we need but to examine ourſelves, 
and call our ways to remembrance, and 
we ſhall ſoon acknowledge that the yoke 
of Chriſt is eaſy, and. his burden 1s light. 


We ſhall ſoon ſee the propriety, as well 


as neceſſity, of turning our feet to God's | 
teſtimonies 3 which will ſoon hurry / us 
on that we delay not to keep his com- 
andments ; as being the higheſt comfort to 
us in this world, as well as the only 


the 


1 % 
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the next, through Jeſus Chriſt our . 


To whom with the Father and Holy _ 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour, glory, and 2 _ 
worſhip world without end. Amen. 5 „ 
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THE SERVICE OF CHRISTIANITY, = 
ALONE IS PERFECT FR EEDOM. 


ST. JOHN VIII. 36. Ds | 22 


1” THE 'SON- THEREFORE SHALL. MAKE _ 

' YOU FREE, YE SHALL BE FREE INDEED. | 
p [ \HERE is not any thing ſo natural ind {1.28 

| dear to man as liberty, nor any thing 
more averſe and ſhocking to his nature 


. ; P 


than ſlavery: conſequently out Lord could 
not poſſily have fixed on any motives more 
ſtriking. and coercive to the Jewiſh people, | 
to engage them firſt to look into their 
ways and deſert all their, iniquities, than 
by telling them whilſt theycontinued i in fin, or” 
. H 1 they 
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chey were in aſtate of real IEF TEE ve Wo- 


4 ſoever committeth ſin.“ is, ſaith he, « 2 
„ ſervant to fin.” And what . could our 
bleſſed Saviour have advanced, with a 


greater probability of bringing men over 


to his doctrine, than by telling | them in 
ale next place, that whomſoever he made 


free, was free indeed ? This method of 
drawing our attention to the dictates of 
religion, and fixing our minds with un- 
avoidable ſteadineſs to its advantages, and 
placing, at one view, and in an indiſput. 
able and ſelf-convicting light, the great 


miſery entailed on infidelity and evil 


works, has been the conſtant. practice with 
all the facred writers. | | 


Taps we find, in the ſcriptures, that 
religion 18 frequently ſtiled wiſdom and 
riches; and, in different places, it has al. 


moſt all the appellations which we. fix to 


things, Fünen, and defirable, | And in 
4 | | like 


cuntsTIANIT x Aon 18 FREEDOM? 11 „ 


like manner, vice is placed before our 1 
ſight under all the figures of deformity ; 
and averſion it is called the droſs of the 1 
earth, deceitful in appearance, and hurtful - i 
in the trial; and David tells us; the eſ- 0 4 
ſential difference between virtue and vice 
is ſo great; That it is much better to = 
be poor with the preſervation of our vir- 0 4 
tue, than obtain the higheſt pinnacle E 0. Ml 
honour with the reward of iniquity. «I | | © 
« had rather,” ſays. he, be a door- | 
« keeper it the houſe of my God ;” that 
is, the moſt menial office in life, and a | 4 
conſciouſneſs of our pleaſing God, is much FF 1 - 
better than to dwell in the tents of un. 4 If 
godlineſs; - than, at the price of our inte I 
grity and the loſs of our innocence, to * 4 Y 5 6 
gain the tranſitory pleaſures which attend 2 | 0 
the votaries of ſin. a0 | = 


* 


T5 5 WP 


Bor the three chief metaphors which : 
Chr iſt and his Apoſtles make uſe of, to draw | & 25 3 
| H 2 _ our _ _ —_ 
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our minds fründ: che works of add 


and ardently inflame them with defire 


of being converted to Chriſtianity, are are 
thoſe of light, life, and of liberty: three 


properties ſo eſſentially neceſſary to our 


very exiſtence, that without either of them 
God's. gift of creation ſeems ſcarce worthy 
of acceptance. , Do not imagine here that 


1 mean to derogate from the goodneſs 


of our Almighty Father, or that we do 


not lie under the greateſt obligation to him 


for our wonderful creation. 'This would 


be ingratitude to the higheſt degree; this 


would be employing that diſtinguiſhing 
mark'of our ſuperiority above the brute 


creation to a bad purpoſe indeed, even to 
the diſhonour of him that gave it. But 


however, were men inclined to act thus 
ungratefully, and reproach God for the ir- 
regularities they may fancy in the world; 
they can have no room to do it from 
our Lord 8 telling the Jews that they; werd 
with · 


» * _ / Pl 


* light, life, or liberty 1 in the world. o 
For to what can you attribute the want of theſe 


ineſtimable bleſſings? To God Almighty ! ! 
by,no means : but as St. Paul obſerves, it is 
even owing to our own luſts and paſſions.” 


Gop created man pure and ſi potleſs, gave 
them reaſon for their guide, and his own 
ſure promiſe for their protection —But our 


firſt parents, liſtening to the inſinuation of 


Satan, deprived us of God's peculiar care; 


and then we were left to our own unaſa 5 


ſiſted reaſon: which the temptations of the 


world, the allurements of ſin, and the i in- | 
duſtry of our great adverſary ſoon over- | 


powered, and made mankind victims toGod's 


diſpleaſure by fin and diſobedience. Though, | 


notwithſtanding this, our creator has never 
left himſelf - without witneſs of his care 


and goodneſs for mankind, and his earneſt | 
deſire of their turning to him with ſincere 8 
hearts, that he might forgive them their 


2 in- 
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6 iniquities, and make them happy Nick thi 
= | bleſſings of his” favours » yet you find 
== when our Lord came down upon earth, 
=. all true holineſs was baniſhed from the 
a : 1- world. The heathen nations were ſunk 
5 into the moſt abandoned idolatry ; and the 
Jews, if poſſible, by their corruption, and 
traditions, were ſtill more eſtranged from | 
true holineſs and yirtue. - That he with 
juſt reaſon called them an ignorant, loft, 
and ſlaviſh people. For their minds were 
„darkened with ſin, their hopes of eternal 
life utterly confuſed and uncertain, and 
their liberty gone, and were become vaſſals 


I to the Roman government, 
In my following diſcourſe, I hall more 
„ particularly illuſtrate theſe points, and en- 
- | deavour to treat them in ſuch a manner 


as to make them a matter of profit and 
improvement to ourſelves. 5 Firſt then, 
1 that the Jews were in a ſtate of dark- 
; neſs 


4 


* 


neſs. 1 do not here mean that God he 
voluntarily placed them in this deplor- 


able ſituation; for we all .know. to 1 
contrary. God not only had given them 
the uſe of reaſon i in common W the | 


reſt of the creation; which, proper 
tended to, was a ſufficient guide for them, 
and indeęd to us too; for as a Roman ſa- 
tyriſt obſerves, No man guilty 1s ac- 
« quitted in his own mind; a virtue 
« will always receive applauſe in the breaſt 


*« of 'its;own- mater, a at ep heb 


BuT beſides all this, ; God gave unto the 
Jews a peculiar, promulgation of his will; 


N 
declared unto thimhis reſolutions ito. puniſn f 


iniquity and reward obedience; there 125 


we cannot attribute their ignorance 
and darkneſs to Gd 8 neglect or averſion 


| to them. To what then, will - you fay, ©. 
was it owing? The anſwer is eaſy and 1 | 
natural; to the very ſame cauſes from 
1 which 
| | ; 


> 


z 


maſter, in a ſtill $ 


2 
— 


9 
« 3 9 


Gch our ſins and iniquities piece; 
a wilful darkneſs, or profeſſed diſbelief; 


the allurements of diſobedience, the falſe 


appearance of vice, and the ſeeming hard- 
ſhips of virtue. The glory of this world 
was too great to be given up, for ne- 


6 glected virtue; and the praiſes of men were 


more tempting in their eyes, than the 
praiſes of God. Agreeable to this de- 
pravity of heart, inſtead of making the 


commandments of their creator the rule 
of their conduct, they interpreted the law 
according to their own vitiated palates; they 
were very ſtrict in forms and ceremonies, 
from a political view of keeping up their 
pomp and dignity; and neglected the 


weightier matters of the law, truth and 
juſtice; which require not, nor love not 


the pageantry of grandeur and parade; but 
convey to the conſcience, like its own great 
voice, the joys of a 


well-ſpent life” It would be taking up too 
„ Ts „ 
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much of your time to / cengle particularly 
all the innovations and corruptions of this 


remarkable people, whereby they inde the 
laws of their Creator of no effect, and in 


the midſt of light walked in voluntary 
carkneſs. Let it therefore ſuffice, to men- 
tion one or two of the moſt ſtriking and 
improving to us in their application. And 
firſt, you find they had entirely eraſed 
that moſt juſt and natural of all laws, 
honour and reverence of children towards 


their parents; the juſt tribute of care and 
tenderneſs for them i in their ſecond child- 


hood, who had, with. love and anxiety, | 
attended to their wants in cheir firſt infancy, | 
If they gave the money to the altar, we 


read they were excuſed from all attention 


to their. father and mother, however poor 
and neceſſitous. Our Lord ſeverely rebukes 
their ignorance in this reſpect; their ini- 
quitous aavrice, annulling that command» 
ment of honouring our parents, with a pro- 

_ _ miſe 
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wiſe of length. of life to thoſe Wn. „n 
its injunctions. 1 | 

I canNorT here forbear mentioning a ſi. 
milar doctrine to this in the church of 
Rome; that your leaving your ſubſtance 
among your relations and friends, how⸗ 
ever neceſſitous, is not any virtue; 3. but 
if you leave it to the diſpoſal of the Pope 
he will immediately give you a paſſ- 
port for heaven, and an aſſurance of but 
a {mall ſtay in their fancied ſtate of -pur- 
gatory: though perhaps, this legacy is the 


natural right of many poor helpleſs re- 


lations, who for want of it are labour- 
ing under the bardſhips of ſickneſs and 
poverty. How greatly muſt the minds of 
theſe men be either overwhelmed with 
darkneſs or iniquity, who in ſo plain a | 
caſe, prefer the traditions of their impious 
forefathers, to the poſitive law of God! 
But what is it that pride and avarice will 
not 


— 


ö 


got attempt: ? They look not upon ahings i 


as they are, but endeavour to make them 


ſubſervient to their own wicked purpoſes. | 


Wealth 1s their virtue, and. ambition their 


religion; they know no doQrine but that 


of ſelf-intereſt, and in reality attend to no 
God but mammon. But can we commend 
theſe men, and eſteem. them warthy- of 
| jmitation ? God farbid ! 
what ſchemes they pleaſe, and the wicked 


may enjoy their own devices; but in the 
end it will not go well with them. Few | 
evil mien I believe, in this world, eſcape 
the pangs of a wounded. conſcience, the 


torments of a guilty mind; which make 
their ſenſual pleaſures rather a dear pur- 
chaſe unto them. - But if, through a per- 


petual hurry, and an uninterrupted ſcene 
of vice, they can for a while keep out this 


buſy monitor, this piercing ſcrutinizer of 
our actions! there certainly will be a day, 
| when God the great ſearcher of our hearts 


will 


they may plan 


4 
. 
3 We 


r 


wilt ny open to all men every word 10 
thought we have entertained or ſpoke dur. 
ing our abode here. He to whom all 

our hearts are open, all defires known, 
. and from whom no ſecrets are hid, wil 
* then open the books of life and death; 
= then will virtue aſſume her juſt ſeat of v. 


periority and triumph, and vice (to the 

great confuſion of thoſe who were ſo un- 
thinking as to follow her ſteps,) will 
ſhew herſelf in proper colours, and con- 
demn her unhappy attendants to the ſhades 
of miſery and deſtruction. Let men there- | 
Fore, argue upon the commandments of God 
as they pleaſe ; and, like the Jews, refine 
from. them their natural power and ob- 
ligation it may do - perhaps with thoſe 
who are as bad as themſelves, but will 
have no effect on the immutability of 
God; who will reward or condemn them 
according to their obedience or neglect 


Fd 


s thoſe precepts which he has given us 5 

5 for our direction and | 1 through life. 

| | Andor nan ee of the great e 

| Wl nd darkneſs of the Jews at the appear 

ance of our Saviour, is their want of 

common humanity, and common charity ; 

WH which they lived in the violation of, not as 

a breach, but as they groſsly thought in 
compliance with the God of Iſrael; a 
principle ſo. horrid and brutiſh, that eren 
the very heathens themſelves, with all 
their impurities, never attributed to their 
God. We read that they imagined their | 
deity would: have been diſpleaſed with | 
them even to have relieved a ſtranger, p 
though they found him robhed and wound- 
ed by a ſet of villains they diſdained fo 
much as to eat with a ſtranger, and 
were utterly averſe to any communi cation 
with mankind, as partakers of the ſame 
ſpecies. ket charker: can be a greater 


mark | 


* 
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mark of degeneracy and blindneſs con- 
cerning God's hatüre than this ? * We are 
not to make all mankind our acquaint- 

ance, fior every one we meet dur boſbm 
friend; but yet we ate the children of 
one common father; we all bear the ſame 
image, and are perceptible of tlie "fame 
paſſions ; this is enough to engage us in 4 
common affection, to univerſal benevoletice; 
and a general propenſity to do good to as 
many as fall within the cirele+ of out 
ſphere, and conſiſtent with our neatet 
connections and alliances in life. / But to 
make a difference of ſentiments, a an ex. 
cuſe to leave a poor diſtreſſed and wound- 
ed fellow- creature on the highway: to ar- 
gue it as a tenet of religion, to ſhut theit 
eyes to his conditions and ſtop their ears 
to his groans: how muſt - ſuch a people 
be waxen groſs and dull in their ſentiments 
of that God, whoſe mercy 1s over all his 
: works, and maketh the ſun to ſhine on the 
2 jul 


= p *. * 1 3 
be 81 ET FN 2 9 Ap & 

we ON bo 7% N n . = >; 2 TY 
N e 


. a 
e B * 7 * 5 8 
Ft mo A + a 3 2 N. 
N 4 N 1 , * 3 1 #& * ON 
X43 x ? £ SE"; y\ [- 28 WEE ES. LE 4 FF G 
* . LS * % . W * 1 * l 
N 4 23 ( SEAT x5 * * 
3 4 * 4 * V3 * 4 JE) C 4 I 
, x . : 8 . 5 : 
8 . . 7 Nr 


= cnRTsTTANIT Y ao 1 vun % 


9 * 4 


juſt and unjuſt; andis ; the perpetual preſervet | _— 
1 of the world and all that there in is! Thefs _— 1 
- particulars are abundantly ſufficient to conn _— 

vince us, that the Jews had (as Haiah al- | ; | 
| loweth) their “ hearts waxed groſs, and =. 1 
; « their ears dull of hearing, and their eyes = 
« cloſed that they could not perceive | 2 A 
i WH © that which was right.” This was em: 
WH neatly fulfilled in their behaviour towards |- | lb 
* WH Chriſt; for they would not attend ioo 
f his divine words and works, but even con- | E 
demned them; ; and at laſt orucified ut I 


Py 
1 , * 
3 
. 
* 


Cs. 


1 
8 


* La 


Lord himſelf under a pretence of his vio- 55 2 


lating what they called the laws of the 1 
N God of Iſrael: "They had nothing to ac- | (+ 
- euſe him of, worthy of death even Herod VS _ 
q and Pilate themſeves declared; only ſome . 5 I 
certain frivolous queſ ions about their own” + 1 
traditional laws, for which feaſon Pilate was \ 
willing (for their pleaſure) to chaſtiſe out 
Lord and let him go. But they would not,. 
5 and © even made our Saviour worſe than a 
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common . they aſked forgivenel 
3 for him who had killed one of their country. 
* Es men, and crucified Jeſus whoſe whole time 
. was employed in doing good: fo. great is 
the power of darkneſs, and ſo dangerous the 
power of this world, when lodged in t. 
hands of men of loſt and abandoned prin- 
ciples Let us now proceed to the next 
point; that the Jews were without life in 
the world. The meaning of being without 
life is, that they had no well grounded af: 
| Troancs of a future ſtate. That the Jews 
were ſtrangers to this, is very evident from 


many parts of ſcripture. They might have 


ſome glimmering notions of it, but had no 
authority ſufficient to fortify and eſtabliſh 
their faith in this = article. 


* 


Warn our Lord tells them of their 
father Abraham, that he knew him, they 
were amazed, and he ſeemed unto them 
as one that ſpoke falſelyß; Thou att, 
"ey 


10 chas gg eg A d when 
told them that whoſoever: dra; | 5 
water which he ſhould give them,. 
n ſee. death,” they 
„Why, ſay they 
00 Abraham is d 4 the prophets are 
dead; whom makeſt thou | thyſelf ?“ 
And- you find, in general, they paid little 
attention to his affirming his kingdom not 
to be of this world; for their common ex- 
pectation of a Meſſiah was to reſcue 
out of egrthly bondage, and make them 
Lords of the whole earth. And indeed, | 
ſuch was their manner of life, that they 
could have no reliſh for celeſtial pleaſures : 
they. were too much immerſed in ſenſual 
delights to entertain any taſte for the joys 
of heaven. 


&::* . 


You may obſerve, that the Sadducees 
notions of a future ſtate, if there was ſuch | 


* 


{i 


4 * 
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1 thing, were wholly terreſtrial; they im 
gined it to be nothing. more than Ef oon. 
tinuance of the ſame courſe of actions as 
in this world; and upon this plan; they 
thought to have confounded our Saviour, 
in enquiring in what manner alliances and 
connections could be fixed in the 0 other 
world, which were made in conſequence 
of death in this; but our Lord's reply 
was, that they knew not the ſcriptures, 
nor the power of God ; for in his father's 
kingdom, we ſhould live as the - ange 
of God, and lay aſide mortality with all 
its attendants ; and become ſpiritual and | 
immortal. This was their notion of life 
f eternal: which i in fact, amounts to nothing 
better than a total ignorance, or profeſſed 
diſbclief ; and if we look into the pages 
of Heathen philoſophy, it is much the 
ſame; many wiſhed for it, and many in- 
a ee themſelves with the hopes of a fu- 
ture exiſtence, but their reaſonings about 
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ſonable and -convincing - principles, till 


Chriſt brought it to light. It was our 2 >. 
Lord alone therefore, who can with any 1 
d to have ſhewed life and 5 
to men. 5 e RAG 6 
ſince the times 
| „pretend that a future ſtate D 
is apparent enough from: reaſon, without £33 Fr 
any authority from heaen; but we fin A 5 : 
in their writings, t they fight againſt | | 
Chriſt- with his own arms. The proper | ] ' Tf 
way to learn whether a revelation was | ö | : 
wanting, is to the works of the moſt | as . 
eminent writers before our Saviour; 3 here \ yz 
we have unaſſiſted nature, and may from = 
hence judge what human nature is cap» _ „ 
able of doing. If they will thus act, ao 
they muſt unavoidably fee f | 1 25 
a revelation. Thoſe few TEE 
I 2 | 
5 777. os 
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or wiſhed to believe another tide; ſo 
their opinions with abſurd conjectures 
about the nature of that ſtate; and moſt 
of them, in other parts of their” works, 

as flatly diſbelieved, that i it was imp 
to form any genetal ſyſtem for t he world; 
and all of them were at a lofsi! in What 
manner the divine juſtice was to be appeaf- 
- ed for our fins and tranſgreſſions :* there- 
fore, my brethren, I think we oug ht to 
on thankful; and look upon it as a fay- 
r moſt. grateful accept- 
Jeſus came into the 
| ts to Care: and deliver us, on our re- 
pentance and amendment. Another ſet of 
men are of a contrary manner of think 
ing to theſe proud boaſters of human rea- 
ſon; and do not think the doctrine of the 
goſpel ſufficient for ſalvation, and will not 
believe themſelves in the way of happi- 
neſs, unleſs God gives them frequent. in- 

ward illuminations, and divine i 


? 


they are .certai ** both culpable. Tg | 
| might Abraham ſay, ** that was God to 
« ſend an angel from heaven, ſome people . 


the two 1s > to. Fee 4 


« would ſtill want a further confirmation.“ EN 


I BELIEVE unaſſiſted human reaſon was — 
not capable of teaching this leſſon fa 
future life but at the ſame time, I a2 be | 
well convinced that a ſerious attention to 


” 
Y 


Moſes and the prophets, and aboye all (o 0 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and the precepts of | || | 
his life and word, is abundantly, ſufficient 
alvation j and ſtands in no need of 
ons of the ſpicit, 


for our 
thoſe - enthuſiaſtic | 


which ſome men pr to have had as 4 
confirmation of their faith. I come now in 
the laſt place, to thew you: that the Jews, 
in our Saviour's ti me, were without 12 
berty :::: de 


* - 
* = 4 d 3 * 
5 
1 * 8 I 2 - " 7 * 
# C 
| 4 5 
x $49 k ” « 1 1 by 
4 „ 
” - 4 + ” 3 1 ; 
Fw 1 * 2 os * 4% 


as 2 


11 


ſufj 


F 


and 


determ 
iſtory, 


18 
Jeſus 

e 

b 


- 


£ 


om h 
th 
85 


under 
Was 


0 
* 


7 
eat int 


it 
0 


7 


1eW, 


friend 
evident fi 
ion was in 


6 


ch that their 
was 


ol 
. 


ed in 
and 
{hi 
do 


AL 


1 


is v 


the free woman. 


vi 


c 
- 


NITY 


TA 


4 


now 
1 


ſo 
e 


* 


convinc 


- 


erg 
will 


„„ 
- 
* 
. 
: 
4 


W 


* 


as his 
he dare 
nati 


2 


„even in th 
$ innocency 


ey 


ome, even 


32 
+1 
E 
3 
* 
: 


> 


iquity 


' 
ar 


uch 
ſar, 


7 


* 


r th 


r 


viour 
let h 


= 
8 


n ſhort 
an 


E 
'Þ 
3X. 
8 8 
— 


R 
who was 


m 
i 
fo 


ES 8 
>. * S * —__ 8 
© n „„ . 5 , 05» Wo a 2 - . 
r Sg F<; [4 8 * ©: Jt, ae Ne TR. 3 0 E 2 k 
x e * 57 * n . 3 , 1 > 2 do Sc =. wat th ws nas. it 3 bre . . * 


— 
8 - 
n 
n 


* 


5 3 


them to 
the ſeed 


ir 


meant that they were in a ſtate” 


* 


very from their luſts 


5 
f 
\ F- 
4 


A 
- 


_ 


* 2 255 3 "4 | FE 
Centurion's ſervants; wh 

go there, and they go; come 
come; do this, and they do it. 


939 
A 


* 


. 


How does a man loſe power over him- 
ſelf by inordinate paſſions ! how does an- 
ger put him off his guard, and | 
unwillingly to actions which 
pain, perhaps, for the reſt of 
how do envy and malice force us, 
our wills, to ſpeak, and to do thoſe 
which we know are wrong v 
and ſlave is the wordly and avaricious 

man, to this ſinful paſſion, contrary to 
| the peace of his life and 9 f his 
own ſoul! he has not power to, | 
own liberty, of. ſetting bounds. to Nias 
fire ; and dares. not ſay, I have enough, 
and will now fit down; and gratefully en- 
y the bleſſings of een How does 


+ 


ambition enſlaye the. L 2 an x | t 1e mi 0 


£ 


— 


N 


A 


* 


r 


Wie ee 5 % 


1 
2 


hurries him on phantom to 
he thinks wort living for and enjoying! 
NES 
other inordinate pa 
thould find 1 in What i 
over us, and make 


power. 


r 5 


do ——— — — 
72 


* 


> 


body : one muſt govern; che mind 

has the juſt title to this part, - She 0 

direct, and the body obey z but with, the 
Jews, it was the contr 

ſubject to the 


rn 


„„ 


Z 


5 


* « | 0 
, 


- 


W 


8 
* 


en : 
4 7 92 


r 5 
er 


FS 
Bri: 


3 IY 


8 N 
r; : 
8 Oo, 


Fr. 
* 


n 
2 


very. ani could: aki clot . kde, 
and certainly every one muſt allow; who 
reads 'the goſpel with an honeſt: and | 
heart, with candour and impartiality, th 
nothing is more ſuitable or likely for his 
purpoſe, than the precepts of that virial | | 
covenant, confirmed and ratified by the ſpo 8 
leſs life of our bleſſed Lord, and the great 
innocency and virtue of his Apoſtles and 
followers. Before our Lord, no man knew 
how fi ins were to be forgiven, Though 
men did ſee the folly of their proceed 85. 
and order their future ſteps in the way 
of godlineſs who was to looſe and de- 
liver them from the chain of their former 
ſins? Who was to break the bonds of their 
paſt tranſgreſſions? Here all men were in 
the dark, till Chriſt appeared, and told 
them chat his blood en be a rte eee per- 


— —— — 
8 uh 3 * . ws Fl 
MIC EINE i a To e ; 8 
N. 0 __ ok) 1 3 
ö _— 


ESL 
— 
2 


2 


72 
% - 
[7 _ 
8 
— . 
* 
7 * 
= 7 
. 
* * 
= 
ls © 2 
N 9 J 
* bg 
3 
* 
$- - 
4 8 
7 
n 
i E 
* 2 
＋ * 
*7 & 
. By 
\ SE > 
4 5 
1 
* * 
14.4% 
"3 3% 
* oy 
* y N . 
© = : * 
N 3 
\# Fer 
= £ 
. be 
* 4 = 
8 . 
F o 2 
2 
t * 
$a 
x 
** . 
2 8 
* ry 
"A * 
8 
1 1 > £ 
„ 
* £ 
or” '1 . 
5 
q =. 
* . 
y + 
pl 8 
-N * " * 
2 1 
"> 5 3 
8 * 
v8 . 
. 
* 8, 
8 
ES 
F } 4 
* 4 
7 
3 
i 
LPT 
1 
2 2 - of 
F 85 
1 
. N To 2 
14 
7 
* 1 
bs 
SA 
A n 
* _— 4. 
FEE. 
i * 
J 1 
SW 
” Woe 
8 
*s „ 
1 5 
OTE 
> 
n 
* a 
1 
1 
vw N 
* 
: MR» 
© = g 
- 2» 
$ 7 ; G 
IJ J 1 
we { 
* ' 
% 
Pa Li 


Aa ALAS * 122 Nr r 
EE * M e N 2 py 
. a 5 a - * T 


n he would bet cheis * ifiquitlſa an a 


take upon him their offences, if ſo be 
92 59 e Tad would 


ain 
* 
+ 
* 


* * 
2 KS 
1 60 
. 
. Pg we _ 


Y Moi eg rt 10 et Ut 
Ng 3 Sow 7 " * 
x XF ; ee 67: RS 
vie TEN ; e _ 5 ; wy vhs 2 
4 
8 * ö * * + . 


— ST 
93 > et 4 oY 


ne 
% 5 
. 


tery) fin no more; for if we di 


our fouls from the ſervitude of . 
embrace that which 77 


he forgave the 


thing might gore How. are we 
therefore, my brethren, bound by all the ties 
of love, gratitude intereſt; to look well 

into our ways z to thor, ch the in 


any ſecret longings 
if wickednely 
over us; and if ſo, tas 
ourſelyes and vin 


" 


%. 
* 
4 
4 


* 


Cms through his blood, will deliver 
us from the power of darkneſs, and make 
us free ſervants, - we will but attend. + 
to his direction. ice may put on tbe 
deceitful 5 Ny cu 1 and hap: 3 . 1 
hem its | =. 


TC a ep 
" - 


2 


4 


„ —— 


— e 


* 


8 1 
4 . 7; ; ts I 4 I : ; s p , 4 ; 4 
- E 3 te ; 1 e 5 > 5, SY 7 p : Ft” | 
* ; TEES. . 9 . 5 2 
. - . 
2 * 4 — * 
* 


3 4 3 . , * -Þ * f& > % : 2 * £4 $0 a 2 
; ; To n : ' : Y n AY 
* 


. > * 
4 
Wu ; 
. * *, on Y 
* 2 id $: x 1 * L * * 
* Pg '£; 
5 5 © 46M 
x 0 * A * 
8 1 . . as „ - 
* * a bt 
d : 2 2» 
5 * +5 * 
4 2 
— * 2 by 2 
* , . 
2 x * 124 
* - U * * 
. * * 8 
- . 4 * 3 
- ö Þ . — 1 
21 64 . 
j * 1 1 s , 
» ; 2 * 28 i; 3 
— , 47 - :3Y 
. 5 5 8 7 "RR 74 
2 : "#: - NY 
Zh + A 
g = 3 1 * 4 
** } J . 
\ = 
» 
. 
* — 
* - 
« * 5 * 
£ WES . 4 * 
— 
— 
. 7 v *% 
> 9 
* * * « 
» 
+” 1 
4 * ”- * bh 15 # 
- : 
- . 4 
1 + 
; $ Chis 
+ # - £ | 
* o * * 7 
- F « 
b 2 
dx; 8 2 » $25 * 
- 24 Fi % * '* . F 8 1 
* 4 ; : 1 F 2 
4 4 2 | * 2 - 
& _— p 44 * 


+ ®-,- 
F 
1 


4 


5 


aithf 


inm 


"I 3 
* $5 7 
2 

* 7 

1 


* 
* 


1 


— 
Aa 
Vr 
* 
- _ 
4 8 


7 A b 


o 
> 


entitle 
dwell, 
ineſs, 


* 
L 


5 


ou 
eed;; 


00 


La 


d 


* 


1 
® x 


. 


ending happ 


; father, 


* 
wy 
Py 


er, 
0 


Ions 


4 


8 
© 
2 


ke gc 


1 


all find 


and 


1 


- 


us free 


Q 
& 
* 


* 
* 


we ent 
rvice 


{ 


WS * 


* 


ur goo 
. 


5 
Xe 
8 

= 
ES 


* 


aven 


remi 


der 


$ 


1 


: 8 oO 8 
1 
— 


in 
then ma 


7 
— 


n 


ke, 


= 
; 
* 


. 
Jo 


co 


he 
78 
ons o 


. 


* * 
> wy ; 5 ; * 
9 & F oa . % * F * 
ere — 
. — * 
Bs 2 ay, of 3 ec, — 
* Ys : Ms n e . eg, —— KD : 
. WE * The n IEF Fo, ape wo + 443 N "Wa ops ” 


Reg. tn ng re ob Fes 


| with £t 


« 
— 


om 


* 


Wh. 


7 


A 
. 


* 


ry: : 


0 


8 


4 


onou 


- 


9 
1 


* 


r f 


4 


h 


4 


- 


Sol 


5 


A 


* 


N 
Rack 


£ 
- 


- 


* 


thout en 


"Y 


* 


men 


Kg 


I 


yorſhip, world 


22 


o 


* — 
: s 
| 
4 as 
1 
o ave 
ws 
* r 
6 wx 
* 
* 4 
5 * 
5 
om . 
* 
- 4 0 - 
* i 
ates! 
4 $ 
a , 
* 5 
* 
_ i * 
* 
„ 
7 d 
* 
4 
mY 
14 F 
4 
* 
# 
. % * 
2 # ww i 
” 
* * 
%-+ 
—_— 
F RN 
2 : 
* 1 


7 44 
a * 
. 80 q a. * 
ern 1 , 
T4 * 
, hs — 
PO OY 23 Yen 
4 ry 8 * P ws. 1 
1 * . 7 4 
5 5 7 
«OR 5 * $42, * 25 
FRE 0 


"Ay — % TAs. 
2 4% * p 
- 
wa ot < 
$ * * 12 
& 7 - 
i. 
- 4 
3 — » 
0 - DN 
* 


- a 4 
- 
3 
5 
A 
FT b ; 
2 5 1 
y % "oP ** 4 
a þ * ? 
121 % * 
5 > 0 
- TY 
N 3 
"Shag * * 
_ 
FIR 
> 
* * * n S we # 
2 3 * N 
* 3 : p 4 
— — A 
* 
8 & 
4.5 l MAE GE 
Fi mo 3 8 % TR 
\ ö 
7 1 _ e 
* . 7 ; 
8 aca * % 4 » 
2 
1 4 — o 
= - .-3 
i 4 Fi F 
2 - 7 £ 33 
* * o 4 
WOE 8 
8 * 4 * 1 i N 
2 Sg 
% S 23 + 
. * * 2 8 * — N 8 
7 1 3 5 8 
— 4 8 
Wh, 
I 3 
ms . 5 "i * 2 
2 * ol 
* ' A . 
© - 4 4 * 
Th 2 r — 
8 22 „ 
6 ">... , 8 5 + 
ys ar. Ss. -# : 
£58; FREY J 
* 2 
” * 4 
. + - 
- 3 - 
709} © T ” 
1 4 ? 1 
s 
2 
- 4. 


* 
* 
_ 
W % 
* 
4 
23 
% 


s ALM xciv. 


* 


1 


bl 


1 
#. > 


* 


£ 


T:- 
75 
N 
HE THAT 


* 


$ 


*% 


uE THAT-PLANTED THE EAR 


SHALL HL 0 


er 


e 4 4 


6 


** 


1 
: 


. 
= 


HALL H 


' HE 


* 


ry 


HALL 


D 
* 
1 
N 
"What. 
. 
BEE 
5 (a) 
* E 2 2 
3 8 
f * O | © * 
A . v 
8 
M2. 
= 
S 4. hk. 
IF 
4 1 
_ 
. 
1 


7 
5 


* 


—- 


* 


NOT SEE 


HEAR?! H 
. THEN, s 


* * * 
„ * . N \ 
* 4a 1 - 8 
. 3 "$$ *w « 
7 - 3 - 4 . > > * 


TEACHETH MAN 


——— 


NOW 


143 


92 


2 


but 


ion, or 


? 
3 


OCC 
iften 


K 


wr 


— 


* 


* 


7 


4 T5 a do 

U 
2 3 8 
5 2 
2 5 2 9 
©. 2 2 
8 = 
„„ 
8 Þ = 


cruelties and wicked 


m 


1 


blaſphem 


les 


0 


of the 


F 


hd 


$ Js” $4 


£ 


neigh- 


4 


* 7 
hh : ** 
Ws 
* 
5 
* 
s 5 * 
* 
* 
» * 


* Se 
. N a I 
— * 8 * O 1 OW 
34 pr. 1 * N e r n 3 88 7 1 * 13 — a * 2 8 ene 8 * = 
. r 5 —ů Le... e 458 "Sj 3 e e s 2 
Gs * 3 6 3 - . * eee. *. footy _ 3 — n 
: 15 £4 ect c LS . n — — * : 8 22 
* 2 & 8 b - —_ Ws * * 1 % . * 
% a <4, 


* 
Re a ns 
ee eee 
. _- n 
* 7 


; niighbourig heathens towards the Hes | 
gave riſe to it“. But it is a point very im 
material in itſelf; whatever might be its 
origin, the reaſoning i is good, juſt and rue 
and if men. are ſo inclined, it may be 2 
matter of profitable reflection to them. 
F irſt, then, I ſhall conſider the juſtneſs and 
nature of the Pſalmiſt's reaſoning. on this 
ſubject; and, ſecondly, in what manner 
we may form the beſt conceptions of rheſe 


23 


1 ; 2 ! 15 1 


* Dr. Grey and Mr. Green's interpretation of the 
verſe favours this meaning, for they will have the verb 
v underſtood, which bf gnifies to thoroughly know fo 
as take cognizance of, as uſed i in Deut. Xxxi. v. 21. 
Green thus renders it, for which ſee” his note, and 
| Mercer' 8 Lexicon, under the word 10! 1 0 5 


5 


145 


* 7. 


Cannot he who ruleth the nations reproye chem 
Cannot he who teacheth men knowledge, * 


n 


* tice of them?” 1 


xo 
x54, 


7 — 


It ſeems indeed a Platm of  comifoct } to the e Jews 
and a ſure confidence that their ungrovoked e enemies 


1 


— 


could not go 1 — 


; 1 : 5 . 
f » 
; 14 5 5 „„ attributes 
R : , 5 ** a 5 5 1 5 8 oF: 


ſence; and thet t uſes we ought . 
to make f e eee age het, OR 


and nature 


— — — - Y . — — — - — 


is this fubjeRt;! e of God _ 
er continual att knowledge 


ae 
well acquainted with the uſes ind 
of them. And certainly muſt, in 
„ enjoy thoſe perfections i in the hig. © heſt man- f 
. ner poſlible, which he imparts to I 11s crea. 


1 


tures. Could God give us the fac ulty of 
wg him- 5 


o 


hearing, and not be capable of HO 
{clf; could the ghty form t 


| 
oe, and yet not be able to ſee 


& 
* \ 1 
\ k 
1 
5 & 4 FR 
% my 
* U 
- * 
5 z 4 
4 
1 * 
4 - ; 
5 = L 
4 : 4 5 ; 
8 = 4 
1 
5 
* ® 
o % FI * 
A . 5 
* 
- 
* * LP 
* 
5 * » 
2 . 
n * 
4 _ 4 
x » 
* * 
PR 2 * 8 7 
* 1 — EN T : 


derſtanding Is and: 
ledge*? The. Creator da 

all the qualifications of the t 

No one can give another what he iinnſelf 
hath not. As therefore man perceives in 
himſelf the power of ſeeing, | hearing. and 

reaſoning; the Pſalmi 

and propriety, conch 


Creator and beſtower of thaw: muſt ne 


Loom at \ God. 

of his particular 8 attributes 
than by raiſing the hig 
fect idea poſſible of our own 8 ualities, and 
es attriſ oute them to God our all 
Father. This is the greateſt and fulleſt 


* 1 


i * 1 J 4 
% £ d 3 


» 


* Ifai' m xxix. v. 16.— Shall the work ſay of him that 
made if e, be db n wok? Or ſhall. the thing framed, 
9 of him that framed it, he had no underſtanding? 


« 


idea 


. 


, 


NES a TER Fe 


* 


2 4%; 


* 


| him who, is 


— dad 


andy rh 


lade that he 


o 


ſee but then we do not 


S eee 


an 


WF 
- 
# 


— — — 


nal inlet or organ 


1 
3 
* * 


3 
e 


* * » ” * a « 4 „ . * 2 ” 3 4 ; 
4 * 4 - . N 4 2 1 «Ks ». he's Re ud 
M . 2 4 125 3 
— — « 1 7 \ * : VW 
% . s Fez * 3 Fo, FS. 3 
* A » . ” 1 5 1 s 2 $ 0d 
- * #8; WY 3 f 2 LS * 3 
| 5 9 3 
| | ? * 9. ; 
» a 25 : 
- W . 8 
| ut * | . 
I * 
- . 
- * F 4 i 
= 
— 8 : 
”*7 4 


. - ; # 
— ; ; 1 | 
; 1 
* . X > 1 : ? . 
* , 4 \ GL 3 FE 2. 4 £ 
"IS. 2 - hs -” 1 * 5 4 WE ö 1 
4 * 2 * * 1 3 3” 1 * 78 4 ; 
PIER 2 : 
* 4 * Be". , ” i : 2 ON 2 ** 
8 - TOE 1 


54 * e ee 2% 


o THE OMNtPEESENCE on 


3 8 ; {\ 4 3 | LS. 2 1 


F & . 
* . 1 
* 1 * : 
. 
7 9 
8 
8: 3h 
* 


1 5 8 o 
1 : \ 
* 5 * * 
7 5 
. Fs . \ f 
' : . 
21 *. 
= |, IN \ 
＋ 
A % 4 * * * 
x 
= 4 2385 3. © 9 
. : 
SRP * s ” — N * 2 1 * 
. A 1 
1 PG r, Can a. 
. a £ * . 
088 
& * 


„as well as every other 2 


i? 7 9 © * I 0 f 
wh | coriftitution,/ it is con 
* | | i $4 
If | place. It is alohe to be-s 
„ | TY P . 3 p 
E. 85 ta 8 
3 8 | 
1 
1 
. 5 3 
E. 1 
1 
"os 5 
A 1 3 1 > , i : > | . = f 9 
3 0 _ 
a 1 hearing. But we do not thus reaſon 
2 1 2 L : 
a 


bhbaeatiag⸗ All voices are ali 


2 N 4 * j 


* 
» * 
& 
3 T 
I ” 0 
9 L2 $ 8 
- i» — bs 
\ 
s " 
| 448 
os * oo a 1 ö 
x „ 
q . 
B. 


„ find in outfelves whack 


* 5 s 

. "=; * 

"IS 

8 

* — , 

— 2 . 


1 ing mark of our ſuperiority 


1 3 > . F 
47 1 as 
0 I; » - \ . { 
_ 7 * 1 = » 
" \ - 1 1 * 
Fr * 9 3 . 4 
1 2 . - 
. . „ 
. 5 
8 * 
Pn . 
"oy * \ 
8 ; . ' * 
bs 
n - * — 
7 „ * 
TE 
* d. 


——— nA 


* 


» AR 


1 


2 K« „ 
3 : F a 


Y 
* 


* 


5 


not, fait 
hath give! 
not he puniſh 
proper uſe 1 of ijt? 
what his will and 


man an underſt adi 


what is Holy, juſt, at 


is > 
. 


4,4 


pleaſure is, 
6 


i yy 


1 and true; hls 


puniſh" thoſe" o live in wilful reſ. " 
fons?- To ſay our paſſions miſlead" us, h 
why did Jod give us them, and then puni h 3 | ? f PE: 
us for following their directions, is argui „ 


ſelves, 


[4 4 „ 


us through the troubled waves of 
der more p 


0 us e, e that we. are li 
without a; ) 
drove from rock. to rock, till 


5 


if plit upon 


one through 
tho e text, x} come. in the. next lace, 
to colder in what manner we m y ; TOj 
tions of thoſe at ributes. 


larging our own, 
the higheſt 
and then to attribute theſe to 


# 


to aſſure ourſelves that he enjoys th. 
and every other exaltation, e and ſur 
eriority which can belon 


* 


as no equal, or any that can come ya 
im in a tion. Thus we hear and 0 | 


and in part, and our 


are limite ih but all things are Te 


heard, and known of God, and all plac 
m. God is a ſpirit; and 


Fs: 


W” oo 2 
„ 


no more ſpace 
arenen but 550 


83 * 


5 ener from his Se or go out | 
of his hearing? If We go up ta heaven, he 
is there; down into hell, he is there -alfo; 
into the remoteſt parts of the earth or ſeg, 
he is preſent with us. God hears,” ſees, 
and inſpects us every where, and in al 
places. He is about our paths, and a 
our beds, and ſpies out all our actions; his 
eye penetrates the darkeſt corner; his ear 


liſtens and remarks the ſloweſt whiſpers 


and his knowledge. diſcovers the walt | 
ful and cunning devices of the heart. 95 8 OY 


Tus way then, to fill our minds with 
the moſt exalted, and lively idea of God 8 
perfection 4 in all things, 1s at once to con- 
clude that he hath no bounds or. limits, 
We cannot ſay, thus far can he come, and 


no further; thus far will his eye or heart 


reach us, and no further. Thus far doth 
his knowledge reach, and no further. But 


We 


# 


we are to conclude that the preſence 
butes of our Creator diffuſe andi ead thenmmm ? 
ſelves equally: into all poſſible Places, De - = 
further than we can imagine or conceive: . 5 


* 


No privacy or darkneſo, not even the baer — 


man can exclude; his knowledge. God ia ll 
every where; he taketh knowledge of all „ Y 
things; every thing which is created was - 0 9 
created by and for him; and unto him are CT "2 


— 

© %\ Ow Ine; 
7 — 

* 
” 

* 


all his works known. This is the notion; _ | 
and this the manner of forming it, {ht N + 
we ought to entertain of that God in whom. 8 
we live, move, and haye qur being. hy yeh 5 5 = 


I come now, in the laſt place, to the [ 1 ES, 1 
uſes we ought to make of it. As thus we - 
find God is - ever with us, his eye ever \ 1 
upon our actions, his ear ever hearkening =: 
to our words, a and his knowledge even | 


— 
Ven þ, 
* 


eee 
* 
7 
* 
0 
1 
% 


* 
* gy 

” 4 

* 

» 

* 
7 

* 

2 


* 
* 
5 
p 
4 


* 
* 
n 


4 
vt WAYS onda er BF ans 


Fei 
eh 2" 
| 
LY 


marking the ways of our heart; we ought,” 3 8 


as God is ever with us, to ſet him always 2 IM 
before us. Whenever we ſet about any 1 
N 7 —P ; . - j . a 8 


FILE RA AT 2 2 * 
. . 
> : I > 
> LEE; : TE < 
* 1 3 Ty 4 af 5 
* . HK Bas Ro ops i 3 
5 FER: — x5 l 1 n no 4 2 
J * 3338 $6: SY ER IR 8 : 
c 255 TS 8 5 1 8 >>, +. 4 k * 3 2% 2 wa I 
Spe; SO WS. ON: by x 4 
* ST es 
- oy 8 23S ry 3 * = 4 A, 
N 


x 54 « ox THE onevrennanNcE c or 00 0 


| "thing, let us menü thut the Sy of 
God is upon us, whether, it "ay in \ his in im- | 
mediate. ſervice, . or in our daily inter 
courſe in the world. Thus, when we uh 
proach. the church, God's: peculiar ha 
tion and hallowed ſeat ;': here more im · 
mediately his eye is fixed on us, and his 
ear attentive”. to our proceedings 3 55 and 
therefore we ought to, behave witli great 
eircumſpection, that we offend not in 
either thought, word, or deed : $2 that our 
whole deportment be ſolemn, grave,” and 
devout :, that all our words and actions be 
employed in the ſeryice of that God, to 
whom, whilſt in this place, we are entire- 
ly ſacrificed, and devoted; and that every 
offence committed in this ſacred aflembly, 
is doubly heinous, and will, in the Bi rh. 
eſt and moſt aggayating manner, bring 
down upon us the diſpleaſure, and 
wrath of our Creator. And in like man- 


ner we ought to remember, that when 
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eee 'S part Which I hope belon og bi 
to few if any of us here; but thoſe wh 
have been ſo unhappy as to be inattent ve 
to theſe great and important parts of our 
religion and duty, let me Fee 1 
them to think on theſe things; to En 
and reflect that God is ever attentive to to us 
and marks every tranſgreſſion we commit 
and will at the laſt call us to an account 
for them. The fool may ſay tuſh! Ge 
will forget—he will take no knowledge of 
it—but it is only the moſt ane 


abandoned fool that can think or ſay ſo: 
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for the leaſt underſtanding may teach us, 
that not any thing can eſcape God: and as So- 
lomon ſ. ays, the ſinner Will certainly find that 
he was only reſerved for the day of judgmeht. | 
Theſe reflections muſt induce a man, not 
entirely loſt i in dan and i wickedneſs, « to or- 
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placency; and vice with an eye df indi gg. 
nation and wrath. | Let us then, reſolve to OR; 4 
hate iniquity, and follow after righteouf- 

neſs, and conclude with the fame words, : 
that David uſes at the end of his moſt di-E: 
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THE SEA SAW THAT AND FLED: JORDAN WAS 


0 3 W's 4 6 "1 Gol - ns 5 9 © 5 * 
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YOUNG SHEEP, 


DRIVEN BACK. | THE MOUNTAINS SKIPPED 
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T is obſervable-in the ſacred. writings, 


that whenever God makes his perſo- 


nal appearance in the. world, all 
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ſeems ſenſible of it: not only every thing 
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hich hath breath- RFI the Lord, 100 all 


C things which he hath created acknowledge 


and proclaim the Author of their being 
and exiſtence. But not any part of Scrip- 
ture gives a more lively and ſtriking in- 
| ſtance of this kind, than the departure of 
the Iſraelites out of Egypt, and their con- 
tinuance for forty years in the wilderneſs, 
and their paſſage over Jordan, into the pro- 
miſed land of Canaan. This pſalm i: is 2 
ſhort hiſtorical relation of that part, 6f holy 
writ; and is here ſet forth and extolled, 
with all the elegance and perfection of * 
etic imagery and figure. 


Wx are not intent by David, on 
what particular occaſion. this pſalm was 
written; neither is it ſcarce even conjec- 0 
tured by any commentators on Ft what 2 
might goa give riſe unto- it. 5 


point, I will at once give you 
opinion of the matter; and then 
the examination of the. pſalm and 
after that, draw from it ſome uſe | 

flections, for our awn- advantage and i e 


provement. > £96? AB er fr. 
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ſeems therefore to be indited for ths com- 


ox ur rowrn an 
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at no time to def pair, though our ho = bo 
einne ſeem to'be entirely removed "from 
the natural courſe of things; and though 
the ſtorms of adverſe fortune, appear, and 
even actually rage horribly againſt us, yet 
as David tells us, in the forty-ſixth pfalm, 
if we will but put our truſt in God we 
ſhall not be removed, for God ſhall help 
us, and that right early. No misfortune 


can be ſo oufrageous,, nor any calamity ſo 
tumultuous and violent, but that God can 
in a moment calm and ſerene them by his 


. omnipotent and irreſiſtible word, Be ſtill, 
and know that IJ am God; I will be ex- 
4 en be the earth, and all that therein 
« 18;” and whoſoever truſteth i in me hall 
never fail; for under the wings of my pow- 


er and mercy ſhall he: be fafe from all m 

adverſaries. ain ho rg 307%9, cid 
Tuns 0 in general may be ga to 

be the drift or deſig gn. of the. pfalm; that 
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28 God has all nature at his command, v we y. 
need not fear | its power, or be diſmayed at its 


th reatening ſtorms, In what particular man- 
ner this is to be underſtood, will be beſt con- ; 
ſidered in the latter part of this diſcourſe, 
when we come to apply the pſalm imme 
diately to ourſelves. Let us now - then 


proceed to the . b . 


2 * ? - 


— 


. $4.4 ; * 5 * uy „ 4 %.. 5 - 5 . 
o 


Tuovon this pfalm is fo very ſhort AS 
to contain but eight verſes, yet we have 
repreſented unto us in the moſt powerful 
light, four great and ſignal interpoſitions | 
of God,' in his bringing the children of 
Iſrael out md into. the land of Canaan. | 


7 


_ — rows 
* 
— 
4 . eerie grommnne pe 


Tas. ofaleiſt ſeven eems almoſt loſt and con- 


fuſed with the ſplendor. of God's greatneſs 
and mercy. towards the children of men; 
eaks like one frantic with gratitude 
and admiration. | Mr. Addiſon, in one of 
his truly ſublime and improving poems, be- 
„„ gins 
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8 « My rifing ſoul furveys, AE 
66 Tranſported with the view, I'm s | 
In wonder, love, and praiſe? | E718 


the need: : thirdly, the ee 


commandments at Mount Sinai: and 


1y, their paſſage over props under' 
into the land 01 Canaan : | | 
nal and miraculous een, 
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mentioned, but a are here forced ; 


to engage 
forth and 


2A. l = 80 ahem! bot 
d at the v ry end of the pſalm. E 


are not blots, but beauties; 
not offend the underſtanding, 
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ſerye the more 1mperceptibly. to bewil 
the heart and ſoul into a pf g tor: 


of extatic love an 1 joy of heart, not to be 
and cool narra- 
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lar and incoherent i in her utterances 7 
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then, for the molt part, it is more expreſ- 
ive 


ow THE POWER A 


"Dread intereſting, than 1 

: Words of our mouth. 
Tur pfalmiſt, you 6nd, at firſt begins 

._ as. if he was going to give a ſober and 
N deliberate account of the children of Iſrael's 
departure out of Egypt. "When Iſrael, 

+ faith he, came out of Egypt, and the 

'** houſe of Jacob from amongſt a ſtrang 


“ nation;” he had ſcarce pronounced theſe 


— 


words, but he is immediately on the wing 
of gratitude for God's ſelecting his fore 
TI fathers the Iſraelites for his peculiar. peo- 
ple, from whom a Meſſiah was to ſpring. 
$0 ſoon as ever the people left Egypt, he 
tells us, God took up their cauſe, and 
owned Judah for his ſanctuary and Iſrael 

for his dominion ; he does not ſtay to tell 

vs bow this peculiar love and: acknowledge- 
ment of God to them was ſhewin; 85 and 
Addoes not even refer to the: thirteenth 
| chapter of the: book of Exodus, where: at 
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| 'the twenty ſirſt verſe, we are told, 

| diately on their leaving the land of 1 

the Lord went before them bx day, in 2 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; 
and by night in a pillar of fire to give 
them light, to go by day and by night. 
This the pſalmiſt omits, as not worthy to 
ſtop him in his full career to the grand 
marks of God' ; grandeur and Omuipoteney: 
He is now loſt; and ſoars. at once out of 
fight. He will not give them leave to ap- 
proach the ſea; but cauſeth all things to 
prepare and make ready for the approach 15 
his anceſtors headed by the living God. Fs 
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dry path for them to trarel over into 
the wilderneſs; Jordan, ſaith he, alſo was 
« driven back. Thus does he burry vs, in 
a moment, forty years: forward, to another 
miraculous and gracious interpoſition of 
Providence in favour of the «Iſraelites 

| | which 
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"OY you read in the ſecond 
| Joſhua, how the waters came down. from 
above, ſtood and roſe up on a heap, and 

thoſe that came down from the plain fail- 
ed and were cut off, ſo that the childrenof 


| Iſrael went over right againſt Jericho. Nay, 


faith he, what does not obey the 1 
of God? did not the mountains. Sinai, 
when he gave the commandments, Kip like 
rams, and the little hills like young ſheep? 
Here the royal ſongſter again gives 
ſprings to our ardency and love, by what 
the rhetoricians call a proſopopeia, or per. 
ſonation of the earth, making it thus ſpeak | 
to the hills and mountains (like Neptune 
to the winds in Virgil's ſtorm). „What 
% ailed thee, O thou ſea, that thou fleddeſt, 


% and thou Jordan, that thou waſt driven 
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% back; ye mountains, that ye 
like rams, and ye little hills like young 
36 ſheep ? To whom they all anſwer, (in. 
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ſtead of remonſtrating) with ſurprize at 
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enjoin it to bow and 
fore its Creator, 5 thou earth, 
« at the. preſence of the Lord, at the 
« ſence of the God of Jacob ;“ and, tl 
he concludes, with reminding the 
that it was one and the ſame God that did 
all theſe wonders. ( It is that God, whi 
« for the ſake of our forefathers, 
« the rock into a ſtanding. water, 
flint ſtone into a ſpringing w : Fr 
z glorious and ; ſtupendous deſeription is 
here, of the tranſcendent maje 
moſt high God; not to be. parallelle 
any of the moſt famous oets of antiquity. 
Homer gives us a faint idea of the great 
authority of beaven, where he tells us, 
when Jupiter nodded conſent to the 
of Thetis, 
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Wulr 18 this, to ith e "Ge 
1 have now | confidered, of ſeas dividing, 
3 =} mountains ſkipping, and ſtreams reverting 
. their courſe? How poor and inſipid 18 it 
= too, compared with the account Moſes gives 
of God's appearance in Mount Sinai, in 
the nineteenth and twentieth chapters of 


Exodus: And Moſes brought forth the 

people out of the camp, to meet God, 

«and they ſtood at the nether part of the 

I „ mount; and Mount Sinai was altogether 
1 « on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcend: 
3 « ed upon it in fire, and the ſmoke there: | 
4 of aſcended as the ſmoke of a furnace, 
1 „and the whole mountain quaked great. 
3 [7 | ily s: trumpets ſounding, and waxing 
1 % louder and louder, and when the pev- 
4 a ple perceived the thunderings and the 
* : i « lightnings, and the noiſe of the trum- 
Y i cc pets and the mountain ſmoking 3 when 
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L WH © the people ſaw them they lem ved and. Þ 1 
. « ſtood” afar” of, and faid unto © Moes, — 1 
RES thou unto us, an nd we wil hear; — 
8. . jet not. God ſpeak with us, leſt we die.” - 
"it LET the reviler conſider this, and re- 

88 pent in duſt and aſhes; who daily, hourly | 8 

35 and almoſt in every ſentence they utter, 

of PI ovoke, the pre eſence and indignation o of -© 

he God, by their horrid imprecations and oaths 1 N | | 

a Laſtly, what is there to be met with, com- wer! 

he bparable to that deſcription David gives in 

erf the eighteenth. pſalm,.; of God's. deſcent | 

d. from heayen. for his off; Is 

e enemies? he fire and ſpirit of it ſeem: to | [4 

ez have carried even the poets. Sternhold and y N 

1. Hopkins, beyond their uſual ſtrain; for 9 1 

„ Doden is zeputed 10 have faid, that; he 

o. bad rather been author of thoſe ſtauzas, 

ne than of all his owyn poetie works; x.this ' 

* will be excuſe ſufficient for. a repetition . 
ef them 3 
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are occupied in their evil purſuits, | and 
taken up, and poſſeſſed as it were, A 
either the practice of vice, or the con- 
templation of blaſphemous notions 7 they 
have no time to think either on the danger 
of their own choice, or the advantage of 
religion. The preſent Pleaſures, of ini 
quity, blind their minds on the one hand; 
and pride and ſelf- ſufficiency of reaſon, J 
darken their underſtandings on the other, 
Both the practical and ſpeculative ſinner,” 
differ not at all in reality. The one 18 reſolved 
not to practiſe the precepts of any ſyſtem, 
and the other will not be convinced chat 
there ! is any religion at all. They have 
"fo this further ſimilarity, that. they are 
the moſt ungrateful of all God's creatu res. 
| The one * ſhameful and wicked abuſe 
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t Pp him to a more aw ul 
. of that God who beſtow 


them upon him. As they thus reſ 
each other in their riſe and progreſs, 
neither are they divided in their ene 
Weser either poverty or ſickneſs over- 
takes the practical ſinner, what an object 
of deſolation and deſpair ! His whole 

both in body and ſoul, is full of tems. 


bling; ſhame covers] him, with confuſion) / p 


_ 


and the fear of judgment drives him to 
diſtraction: he conſumes away in geſpaibe 

and though hejm may wiſh to die the death | 
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which is now drawing nigh, 


of | 
weighs. him down with ſorrow” inexp 
ſible; not to be done away till the ſepar-. 
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of a God; but when feebleneſs comes 


ation of. bodx and); God; 
With the ſpeculative liner. hilt 
vigour of his underſtanding puffs bim up 
with nqtions almoſt of | ſelflexiſtenee A d 
all- ſufficiency i in himſelf, he is ready to 
reaſon out of the world the truth and ob. 
| ligation of religion, and even the exiſten 7 


upon him, and death ſtares him in the 
face, then all his f peculative fancies - fall 
him; his heart droops, and like Addiſon's 
Atheiſt, calls out Lord be merciful une 
* to. me!” or, which is the ſame thi 
he wiſhes to die the death of the righte· 
ous, and to have his laſt end like his. 
And this muſt be the caſe with men in 
every tation and condition in life, when 
once they are brought to a ſerious con: 
ſideration of their connections with God; 75 
that vice is his abhorrence, and v virtue his 
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| and let my laſt end be. like his,” Bas 


laam the author of them, was as 
as moſt men; and therefore, in my enſu- „ 


uae ag er 


| ing diſcourſe, 1 ſhall in the fi ac, 
give you a brief account” what it was 
boly and ferbent: 


which led bim to this 
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his laſt end like his; and then, 


Fa 


rams? from, 1 ſome. Aon eng, ion by» 


4 
i . 
Fa 8 * WS x 
6 ap ky 
Ko 27 ®:.; ** 
— T7 
* 
Fl ß ö 
1 ** * " 4 F . 
N , * * 1 ; 
5 * ? 1 LA 
a * 5 * £ - 
» — Fg . * 7 
. 1 i ” 
2 4 << 
es * 
. 15 * 
/ 
1 - 7 
A * 7 is 
1 2 i © 
f * 
1 
4 on 
f 2 
p N a, 6 - 
— 1 By * „ 
* ** y 
» „ . 
* 
1 LEE 7 8 
— 6 * 4 1 2 
F IBS... ; p ; 
« 5 $ * 5 : * - * Ty ; 2 
. . Te : 
$6 7 . BIR, 
: £ 2 7 


3 ö * 5 . 
E |; N 


=; felt place then, 1 am to give * * 15 f 
. ; : 1 count what it was which led to this, be 
„ 8 and fervent petition in the text. The 
children of Iſrael, in their way from E-. 
=” gypt into the land of Canaan, Had! oper. 
EF... _ come many. nations who had. oppoſed their 
6 i paſſage through their countries; and hav⸗ 
3 3 ing on this account, utterly- deſtroyed tha 
+» . Kingdoms of the Amorites and Baſhan, 
5 they marched to the borders of Moab, 
where Balak Was king, „ eee Dave 
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i n Hx was reſolved to oppoſe the progreſs 
oport the Iſraelites; and in order to attempt 
=_ . it with greater certainty of ſucceſs, he had 
« 7 23 mind to obtain Balaam' 8 enchantment, 
= to curſe them before he began. Balaam, | 
k . * as St. Peter obferves i in his ſecond Epiſtle, 
. i loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs; and the 
ing agreeable to the policy of all nations 
* 5 | when | they would engage a wicked man 
WH: - to an evil purpoſe, endeavours to allure 
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with the bribe of N Ws th = 
But God we are told refuſed the prophet, r 
and would not let him £03 upon Which 2 - 
the king imagining he was not refuſed ; He 1 
on any religious motive, but that his gifts £208 2 
were not equal to the importance of his, 4 ; | 
demand, attempted a ſecond petition, with. 1 : 5 3 
an aſſurance to Balaam that on his com- 
pliance, he ſhould receive all the gratifi- 
cation his heart could defire. Upon this, 
| he earneſtly intreated God; who in bis 
anger gave him leave; but when he came 
there, as he could -prophecy nothing, but . 
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what was to come to paſs, he was obs © 
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2 liged, contrary to his'own inclination, tp /; 


pronounce bleſſings inſtead of curſes to the N 
children of Ifrael ; to foretell their great 


future honour and glory; and utter deſtruc+, _| 
tion of all nations, who attempted to op- . 9 
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poſe their defi igns; and whilſt he was pro; 
pheſying theſe aſtoniſhing bleſſings to the Og . 
children of Iſrael, and telling to the 
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walked in the commandments of God, 


and did not pollute themſelves with the 
ſin of idolatry, as other nations, which he 
deſtroyed, had done; Balaam, I fay, an 
this reflection of his own, on the ways of 
Providence, that God in the end, was al 
ways the promoter of thoſe who followed 
after righteouſneſs, and the deſtruction of 
the ungodly, and having now before him 8 
ſuch ſtriking inſtances of both, immedi- 
ately broke out into the fervent Kisenlz 
ation in the words before: us; * O let 

„„ faith he, die the death of the 
6 3 and let my laſt end be like 
& his.” The words are thought by many, 
to be wrong tranſlated ; and ought, to be 
rendered, Let me die the death of the 


06 righteous, and let my poſterity be like 


% his.“ The: original word will bear this 
ſenſe; and it is certainly more agreeable 


to the ſubject than any other conſideration, 


Balaam 
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Based e 1 bis e pie, 
that the children of Iſrael, as a reward 
for their ſerving, the true God, and wor- 
ſhipping him in the manner that (Me 
had Seng Ay that their poſterity ſho 1 
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Creator would ſafely convey then into 
that glorious land of Canaan, as he had 
promiſed their forefathers. - On the other 
ſide, Balaam ſaw the impending deſtrue- 
tion which hung over the heads of 
the idolatrous people; that their name | 
would ſoon be put out, and their, memo- 
rial periſh from amongſt men; and this 
by reaſon of their deſerting the true God 
and worſhipping the carved images of 
their own hands, the fruits of a wicked 
and vain imagination, whoſe hearts had 
forſaken their true and eternal father, and 
were. polluted with all the filthineſs of 


heathen idolatry, ; 
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ty „d. continuance of a 1 de- 
pended on their duty or diſobedience toward 
7 God; and as God himſelf declares in his 
ſecond commandment, that his bleſſing 
attends even the thouſandth generation of 
them that love and keep his command - 
ments; there is very little doubt, but 
that the prophet meant by wifhing to 
die the death of the righteous, by that 
means to ſecure the bleſſing of Providence 
to his poſterity, for many generations. 
This I ſay, is moſt probably the proper 
rendering the verſe; from which, we may 
draw to ourſelves in the firſt place, this 
moſt juſt and uſeful inference ; that, if 
Balaam was ſo defirous of dying the death 
of the righteous, merely becauſe God would 
proſper his poſterity upon earth, which 
certainly could be to him no more than 
imaginary happineſs; for when once we 
give up our breath, then all our thoughts 
t ” As. 
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periſh, and the things of this' life tio more * 
belong unto us: — If therefore, 1 „. e = 4 
Balaam could offer this holy and ardent 1 5 9 ; 
petition, merely on account of the hap- 1 
pineſs of thoſe whom he left behind, Who _ 
like him muſt alſo die, and ſoon put an „ 2 
end- to their earthly exiſtence ; with how | | | 4X | - 
much greater earneſtneſs and ſincerity, | 
ought we to aſk of our Creator to give us ——— 
ſo much of his heavenly aſſiſtance, where- | | "Ie 
by we may be enabled to die the death A = 
of the righteous, and to Rave our laſt end —_ 
like his ? The Prophet s plan ended in this 1 
world, and his reward was not to him, N 
to. his children. But it is not ſo with Chrif- 5 
tians. Our eternity depends upon it. | | 
Everlaſting de death, or everlaſting life in 
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be the conſequence of our-behaviour here. "IS 


I believe that God, even in the chriſtian 1 
covenant, extends his bleiling upon the 1 
children of thoſe fathers, who have obey= / 
ed him in ſincerity; and that the poſteri:ꝛ̃' ñ 
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3 = 5 b * of e e 0 come to 4 Fearkal | 
EY 5 end even in this world. This 1 believe is 
= true; but then, our leaving this life in a | 
© ' Rate of virtue or vice, has alſo a Further 
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1 view. We are to give an account of the 


=_ works done in our body, before the throne 
= of our Almighty. Creator. The ſon of 

_— God is our. judge. The precepts he has 
= „ given in the goſpel, are to be the rule of 
RF "5 our actions, by which we ſhall ſand or 
full; and thoſe of us who have been wiſt 
* =_—_ enough, and ſuch well-wiſhers to ourſelves, 


1 as to have believed that our goſpel was de- 
Ef livered by the ſon of God, and have as 
far as human nature permits, faſhioned | 


i. . our lives agreeable to its injunction, ſuch 

5 2 | will be accoſted by our Saviour in thoſe 

04 +, %g | heavenly words; « Come ye bleſſed chil- 
_— * dren of my father, inherit the kingdom 4 
1 &« prepared for you from the foundation 
* of the world ;“ but to the unbelieving 
bs 6 + and wicked ſouls, he will ſay, LY depart 
1 . 
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66 eternal puniſhment.” 1 You ſee, from 
| theſe: words, how much more a matter of 
weight and concern it is to us, than it was to 
Balaam, that we ſhould be deſirous of dy- 
ing the death of the righteous, and having 
our laſt end like his! 


J 2dly, WE may learn from this part of 


ſacred: hiſtory, that we ought not to tempt. 
God; or, which 1s much the ſame th | 
we ought not to tempt our own conſci- 
ences. Had Balaam liſtened to the voice ; 
of God, which on his firſt addreſs to God 
ſaid unto him, yn Thou ſhalt not go and 
« curſe. PS, people at all, for they „ 
e bleſſed, he would have avoided: the d 
anger of his Creator. But covetouſneſs of 
money and honour, blinded his judgment; 
and though God had told him if he did 
go, it would in the end turn out to his 5 
diſadvantage, yet he obſtinately perſiſted 
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| hb ws A too late, he found, bis! 1. 
bour loſt; for as his pro 
agreeable to the king, he diſciſſcs b um 
his anger with diſgrace, without any | 

ward at all and thus it is, in all other 
inſtances amongſt men, when they dey 
from the way of righteouſneſs, contrary 
naſe dictates of our — 


to | Bal m Our n pont to us 
the truth, fairly and impartially; and 
when a man endeavours to act contrary 
to its judgment, it ſhews that his 
is evil inclined, and he wants only ſome 
plauſible plea to do evil. It is the advice 
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of a heathen moraliſt, but nevertheleſs 
worthy 'the practice of the beſt of chriſ- 
tians, Not to do any thing, the juſtice of 
«+ which we doubt of;” and the reaſon he 
| gives for it is, that virtue, truth and juſ⸗ 
6“ tice, are of ſo plain and ſimple a nature, 
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conſequently, when we 
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owing to ſome. mixture of vail in the ob- 
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ject of our attention. | 


his was the advice 


N of one who' had not the advantage of the 
| | an doctrine for his information; and 
re, as St. Paul faith, * Theſe 7 
| „were a law to themſelves. How inex- 
euſable | therefore, muſt we WY 
of Satan, to of id againſt" our conſciences; | 
"WH when we have the ſure word of God fo 
the ſtrengthening. and confirming us W; | 
good work, and for the aſſuring us 
of the inevitable deſtruction, which 0 
| fate of the unrighteous | 5 
an ?=Our evil intentions, N | 
HY like Balaam's, ſeldom proſper in the end, 
. in this world; but if we as our religion | : 
| to ab) extend our thou rhts © 
iat final account hereafter to be taken _ 
before God, e muſt at once ſee the great 
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folly, and imminznt danger of {of Ferinp 


\ ourſelves to be drawn from our duty on 


the higheſt. conſideration poffible, „ not 
even if we could gain the world. For 
where, in the end, can be the profit? Fer 
by acting wickedly, we ſhall certainly loſe 
our on ſoul to all eternity. Wicked nen 
may ſometimes proſper here for- 1 few 
years, and ſeem more bleſſed chan the 
righteous: but let not this ſhake our faith 
or ſlacken our diligence i in the Praclice of 
virtue; for the end of the ungodly is, that 
they thall periſh, and the righteous alone 
ſhall be had in everlaſting . 
trough: Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 10 
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: 8 3dly. Sonde one may * WY how 
it i is conſiſtent with the nature of I's 
love to virtue, and his hatred to vice, to 
bleſs ſo wicked a man as Balaam with 
the gift of propheſy ? The proper anſwer 
to | this would be, that the ways of Pro- 
I PD or ont | vidence 
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enough for us to know, that he will * 8 1 3 
nally ſhew us his great and eternal aver? ©, 


ſion to ſin, by puniſhing + the committers «7, +. 
of it with never ending torment ; and his 


affetion for virtue, by re warding good | 1 
mrad. ww everlaſting happineſs. This is - 5 | 
the manner we ought to reaſon, in regard. 1 
to God's diſpenſation in the preſent ſcen ea 
of things, in matters which appear above . | 


out reaſon, and incompatible with our pre- 
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ſent notions of things, © ot 7 Hh) 

Bur in the caſe before us, there is not 7 
. St. Paul tells us, that 1 
veth to men divers gifts, as ſeems) | ; 
eh beſt in his own eyes; to one, the 1 SD, 6 
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0 may as well wonder he we "fe a man 
act even below the dignity- of the brute 
creation, that God could ever endue ſueh 
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a wretch with the bleſſing of reaſon. 
not we ſee every day, inſtances, of People 


of the moſt refined underſtanding, men 


who cannot, from their education, but know | 
the nature of. their ation, and their duty 


both towards God and man, and the con- 


ſequence of their diſobedience ; I ſay, do 
we not daily ſee ſuch people act in direct 
oppoſition to the real ſentiments of their 
own minds ? And though they know theſe 
things, they perverſely will do them; and 
are therefore, like Balaam, the more inex- 
cuſable; for to them who know the will 
of God and do it hs; there. remaineth 
an heavier weight of puniſhment, | which 
will 'be their en at wa pk of fjudg 
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Tur laſt e 1 ha make * 
the hiſtory before us is, that it is to no 
purpoſe. to wiſh: to die the death of the 
righteous, and to haye our- laſt end like 
| his, unleſs we have imitated the righte- 
ous man in the practice of holineſs and 


words of the text, moſt ardently petitions 
him, for we read in the z1ft chapter of 


end, and was killed by the Iſraelites ; and 
no more mention is made of him or his 
poſterity. It is certainly not any virtue, 
to wiſh to be 3 good man, and receive 
the rewards of virtue. It ſhews indeed, 
that virtue 15 of ſo amiable and engaging | 


2 nature, that- we muſt commend though 


fore, an inſtance of the great intrinſic 


ter obſerves, it could be ſeen with the 
1, N 3 


virtue of living. Balaam, you hear in the 
for this bleſſing; but it was not granted | 


numbers, . that he came to an untimely ; 


value of virtue; which, as a heathen wri- 


* A 4 i. : - 42 I 
\ 4 J 

6 db, * 2 3 = I - "mw * Ss « % 
: a * N Ka — it 

. Sa Py ZE 2 p 7 

: 2 4 3 
> - 1 
* X 
* 


Y 


* 
— 4 
2 


we do not imitate its votaries. It i is there- 
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he 


4 naked eye, it aut excite a 


not the leaſt doubt, but every one of us : 


ſuch bad reaſoners, or ſuch deceivers of 


But whence the advantage, if we obſerve 
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„of all men,” But the nme 
virtue, is no more a real virtue to . 
wicked man, than pitying a diſtracted fel. 
low-creature, would be charity in one able 
to relieve him. But to bring the mattet 
nearer to ourſelves as Chriſtians; : 1 make 


wiſhes. to die as becometh a diſciple of 
Chriſt, and thereby become entitled to the 
rewards of eternal life; but we cannot be 


ourſetves, as to look upon this as any 
virt e in us. N ay, to carry it ſtill higher, 
I ſuppoſe that all of us here are chriſtians; ' 
that is, we believe our Saviour to be the 

real fon of God. But what advantage is 
all this to us? For my own part, I can : 
ſcarce ſee how a man who reads the got | 
"aw with impartiality and diligence, can : 
avoid believing in the ſon of God: 


: 1 : 
s, ® « '4 
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* not 
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not the rules he hath laid own" as t 
condition of profiting by his blood 7 We, 
likeg#Balaam, who wiſhed to die the 
death of the righteous, we. may wiſn to 
45 the death of the chriſtian, and to have 
our laſt end like his; but it will be to 
no purpoſe; hut like Balaam we ſhall find 
deſtruction at the liſt, unleſs we who call 
and profeſs ourſelves chriſtians, hold that 
faith in purity and holineſs of life. Let 
our conduct be agreeable to the i \ 
of the goſpel, and then we cannot be too 
ſtedfaſt in our faith; let us but lead pool” 
and virtuous lives, and then take ever 
opportunity of teſtifying our faith in, and 
reliance on Jeſus Chriſt as our n 
particularly at his own holy inſtitution 
at the altar, In ſhort; we muſt, as St. ; 
Peter enjoins us, add to our faith virtue; 
to virtue, knowledge; to knowledge tem- 
peranes 5 and, to expreſs the Apoſtle's 


eue. 
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meaning in one word, we . gur 
profeſſion with; all purity. and holineſs. 
living. Our good works muſt confirm our 
faith; and our faith, render our good 
works acceptable to God. Our continual 
care and watching, muſt guard againſt the 
temptation of ſin; and our faith, plead 
for the unavoidable infirmities of our fallen z 
In a word, we muſt, | as far as 
in us lies, pleaſe God in all our actions, 
and flee from fin and Satan ; j thus, and 
thus only, by endeavouring after virtue; bs 
and ſtriving againſt vice, ſhall we be ahle 


nature. 


to live the life of the good and righteous 

| 5 i . ED 5 
man; and conſequently to obtain Balaam's 
wiſh, to die the death of the righteous, and 


to have our laſt end like his; moſt pro- 
bably, by the happineſs of our poſterity 


in this world; but moſt certainly in the 


next, we ſhall find a.crown of eternal hap- 
rw through Jeſys Chriſt our Lord, To 


whom, | 
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WHY ART THOU so VEXED O MY soul: 
AND WHY ART THOU 50 DISQUIMTED: 1 


WITHIN ms? „ „ 
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"APPINESS is the grand purſuit of all | * 1 = : - : 
the world; 4 every one 2 deſirous of 0 | | 5 


being happy, ) and all of us complain HE 
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the want of it. However eaſily we may „ 
allow ourſelves to have been ſo 1 in any ſta- e 


tion which is paſt, we are ſeldom ſo. in- -** 
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genuous to — or fo grateful to our | 


God, as to acknowledge it in the preſent 


ſtage. Aſk the riſing youth, and he will 
tell you that bleſſing alone is to be found 
in the buſy, noiſy ſcenes of life; and when 
he comes there, you are informed, that he 


looks for no ſolid and ſubſtantial feligity 


till the ſerene and calm retirements of old 
age; and if they arrive at that period, they 


either ſtamp Solomon's vexation of ſpirit 
upon the whole, or elſe confeſs that they 


have loſt it in the former tages. But with 


thoſe with whom we are more intimately 
acquainted, and dare to enter into the re- 


ceſſes of their boſoms, and inquire into 


the particulars of their unhappineſs, moſt 
of us are obliged to have recourſe. to the 
words of my text. „Why art thou ſo 
« vexed O my ſoul? and why art thou ſo 
diſquieted within me?” For we too fre- 
quently perplex ourſelves with we know 
not what, and are uneaſy we know not 

e . Ta 


5 : 
\ 
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| why: But as it is a mintter of the Bigben 
moment, both to our preſent and future 
welfare, we cannot think our time miſpent 


in endeavouring to find out the cauſe of 


this diſeaſe, and then if poſſible to obtain 
a cure for it. The readieſt way to give an 
anſwer to the firſt part will be, by in- 
quiring what led the Royal Author of my | 
text into this ſerious expoſtulation with 


his ſoul, to know why it was ſo vexed, 


and why it was ſo diſquieted within him? 
We may very juſtly remark, that there 
never exiſted a man, either read of in  facred | 
or profane hiſtory, that experienced more . 
the viciſſitudes of fortune than the holy 1} 
Pſalmiſt. Job indeed, was brought down 71 
from a palace of glory and ſplendour, to 
the very ſink of miſery and diſgrace; but 
then the ſcene) was not continually chang- 
ing; when God once gave leave to Satan to 


aſſault and prove this good man, he ſtea- 
N W in wy hang the he Amighey turned 
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5 again at the laſt, was gracious unto hi 
| ſervant, and plenteouſly rewarded his righte- | 
| ous — | | 5 by 01 


Dor this was not the caſe with L David: 
_ while he lived in the higheſt proſpe 
rity, treading down his enemies before him 
and made them alſo to flee who hated him; 
another time he became the ſeorn and de- 
riſion of the whole world; his enemies 
preſſed him in on every ſide like water, and 
they that hated him were Lords over him. At 

one time he ſeemed to be the peculiar object 
of heaven. God ſhowered down his bleſſings 5 
| upon him, in ſo viſible and aſtoniſhing a man- 
ner, that it was wonderful in the ſight of 
men ; that his enemies who ſaw it were ſud-- 
\ denly caſt down and amazed, for they per- 
ceived that it was God's doing. Another 
moment, you would think bim ſingled out 
buy the Almighty, to pour down on him 
the vials of hie woath and indignation for 
the 


the ans « the ADR werld. Thus 50 Fa 


his whole life truly checqueredwith proſperi- - 


ty and adyerſity; and may be juſtly ſaid never 

haye continued in one ſtay, Thoſe who 
proceed i in the ſame unvaried path, in which 
nature firſt fixed them from the womb, 
may very cafily paſs through life whatſo⸗ 
ever ſtate it is; at leaſt, I am ſure, it does 


not ſignify ſo much as the world imagities, 


whether we are to act the part of a peaſant, 
or 'of a king. Our ideas are naturally 
formed for the ſtation we are in; and was 
it not for envy againſt thoſe, - who being 
once our equals riſe above us, we ſhould 
eaſily make our way to heaven in any ſtate; 
of life, But where our poſt is continually 
varying, and we muſt one while act the rich 


and powerful perſon, and at another the 5 


indigent and an one this requires the 
ſtrongeſt exertion of the ſoul, and tries the 
man. Hence reflection muſt cloſely occupy 


the faculties of toi: mind, both in proſpe - 
| Re * 
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rity an: adverſity. Ang rathtnäs Kft 
does too often ſhut the mouth of the rich, 
that they may forget the author of them; - 
but in adverſity we all complain and pour 
out our cries. to God: e 


W we müſt FF David the juſtice | 
to allow, that the Book of Pſalms no leſs 


- abounds with the moſt pathetic and ardent : 


ejaculations of pgaiſe and thankſpivings 1 for 
God's benefits beſtowed upon him, than his _ 
complaints and mournings for the ſeverities 


of his judgments. Theſe two points gf 


God's daran and juſtice a make 


wiſtly e to be publicly read in . 
church; as moſt of them abound with ſuch 


pious reflections ariſing from God's deal- 


ings with his creatures, that every Chriſtian, : ; | 


in any ſtate, may draw from them many 5 


ſuitable applications to himſelf. Some few 5 


are almoſt — hiſtorical, and therefore 5 
d 


+. 21 * Te: : 7 2 i , NES: 
5 * b . _ g 3 On e 5 
; * n — k ; . a 
nd, 8 , : b- a $59 I 1 7 5 _ £ . . A P 
* N f | 'F 2 . 11 1 x * 8 
bs g , 


17. 


70 ru ILE or 605. 5 5" 598. N 


do not appear, at firſt view, to 95 10 very 
beneficial and neceſſary; but as they are 
but few 1 in number, and even in them 8 LE 
found fome verſes which cannot but have "IN 2 
a godly effect on the audience: Our church, | | | 
for this, and other wiſe reaſons, hath ap- 3 
pointed the whole to be read, as abounding =_ FE "2 


with many precepts and reflections tending 75 
to a pious and religious improvement of 
our lives and converſations. The particular 5 
occaſion of the Pſalm before us, was one 
of the greateſt trials of human nature. i& 
ſon, whom David had brought up with | 
the greateſt love and tenderneſs; who, as | 
we afterwards were convinced, was dearer Fe =” 
to him than life itſelf: This ſon, inſtedd © 
of the natural return of dutifulneſs and oben. | 4 
dience, declared open rebellion againſt this I 20 
father; and drove- him from his, mum _— _ 


Wi: Sion, where he uſed to worthi; __ - 3 I 
| Me | OD I 
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Davin 8 tellection, on CER 1 
overwhelmed him with ſorrow and dejec- 


tion of heart ; when he called to mind how 
often he had attended the houſe of God 


with a chearful mind; with the voice, as 


he expreſſeth it himſelf, of joy and praiſe, 


like thoſe who attend any feſtival, or keep 


holiday. David was, on this, entirely caſt 


down; his ſoul panted after God's ſeat, 
even as the thirſty hart after the water 


' brooks. He could not but find himſelf, on 


a ſudden, in the deepeſt pit of dejection; 


and for a moment, looked upon himſelf 
as one forgotten of God as well as man. 


But you find he ſoon recollects himſelf, and 


addreſſes his ſoul with inquiring after the 


reaſon of this unuſual deſpondence, and 


- miſtruſt in Gd. Why art thou ſo vexed 
O my ſoul, and why art thou fo diſqui- 
& eted within me? Hope thou but in God; 
« for I will yet praiſe him, who is the 
help of my countenance and my God.“ 
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Though I have been driven from: place to 


place, from Hermon to Tabor ; though miſ- 
fortunes overwhelmed me like the billows 
of the ſea, and all. the ſtorms of adver- 


ſity. attacked me, yet in due time, God was 


my helper and defender. So long as I Have 


yet lived in the world, I have ever had rea- 


ſon to bleſs the Lord, and to addreſs my- 
ſelf to him as the God of my life. Former- 


1y, faith the Prophet, I uſed to ſay unto. 
* him in my calamities, my rock why haſt 


« thou forſaken me; why go I mourning 
« becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy? 
% and therefore why art thou now ſo . 
66 preſfed, for I will yet praiſe. him; and 
« then I doubt hot but he will prove the 
« health of my countenance and my God.“ 


Thus you have the immediate occaſion f n 


the Pſalm; and the manner, you find, in 
which he brought on him this uneaſineſs, was 
his ſuffering this one misfortune to occu- 


py his whom foul; not allowing any of God's 
* 2 5 former 
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inder Kind effes to ariſe in his breaſt” ts. 
ſooth his preſent trouble, nor by 1 
forward towards his future mercies, t 


afford him ſpirits and hope that he ting 
ſoon change his preſent weeping into joy. 


And this is the caſe with all the world; as 
ſoon as any diſaſter overtakes us in life, it 


| immediately drives from our thoughts the 


comforts and bleſſings we have enjoyed for 
many years. We give up ourſelves to de- 
ſpair and complaint, and do often times, ü 


by this means, make the moſt trivial! He 


dent a real grief and misfortune: We 


vainly expect every thing to run ſmoothly 


on our ſide; and though we can look upon 
the misfortunes and diſtreſſes of our neigh- 
bours with the compoſure: of a real philo- | 


ſopher, conſidering them but the natural 


and unavoidable lot of human nature in 
this fluctuatiug ſtate; yet, when it becomes 
our own caſe, we complain and ery aloud 
that our afflictions are too heavy to bear, 

L * ä 


and that we are tried above what we are 


able to ſuſtain. This, I believe, a man of 


but ſmall obſervation will allow to. be * 
real caſe with the greater part of mankind; 

who thus, for want of real. evils, ſwell 
up imaginary ones, to render their life a 
burden to them; otherwiſe they would re- 
collect themſelves with the pſalmiſt, and 
raiſe their ſoul out of that fooliſh lethargy 
of deſpair ; and. they then, like him, would 


find reaſon to fay to their ſoul, „1 will yet 


« truſt i in God, for in the end I ſhall find 
66 him my health and ſalvation." 48 66 Put thy - 
66 truſt, ſaith” David, in God, for he is the 

* of my countenance and my God. a 


bn, | lt 
N this examination of the —_ bes. P 


fore- us, we diſcover both the cauſe of, and 


remedy of this turn of mind: This un- 


happy inclination of creating uneaſineſs for 


ourſelves. It ariſes, you hear, from letting 


ere little incident take too ent hold 
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of us band mut out the remembranes 'of 1 
former, and preſent, much moxe valuable an- 1 
important bleſſings. If by the natural'courſs 
of things we loſe a friend, or ſuffer any loſs 
in our fortunes, we immediately give all over 
for loſt, and look upon ourſelves as forgotten 
and abandoned; when perhaps, on Teflec- 
tion, we might have reaſon, in the one 
caſe, to bleſs God for continuing our 
friend ſo long with us, before he paid the 
natural and unavoidable debt of- nature; 
and as to a loſs in our fortunes, upon giv- 
ing time to think, we very likely might 
ſee it owing to ſome careleflneſs and ne- 
gligence in ourſelves; or that the loſs is 
not any ways comparable to the good we 
may have before, as unexpectedly, received 
at the hands of God. But if neither of 

theſe is the caſe, we ought to remember 8 
b- that this is not our reſting place ; ; but only 
intended for a trial of our ſouls; and, for 
that intent, God has chequered the world 


a3 


l 


with ts and edt panty, wah Locus „ 
ty; to try the ſons of men, that he may 
make them zealous of good works, and | 
thoroughly proved in all virtue and reli- | 
gion; and how can this be done, or ſeen, 
whilſt in uninterrupted proſperity ? This 
was the reaſon, the author of my text 
gave, for men being wicked in his days, 
that they came into no mis fortunes like 
«« other folk, neither were plagued, like | 
66 other men ! 15 they did what they pleaſed „ 
and left their ſubſtance to their babes. For es 
4 while, this ſtaggered David; but on . 
reflexion, he found it was for their de- 
ſtruction, for at laſt he was convinced bos“ 
wicked ones camet to a fearful end. When 2 
God had ſuffered them, as long as — |. 3 7 
thought proper, to proceed in their evil a 
ways, he ſends to them the ſummons' of 
death ; and this awakes in their conſciences, | 
all their former ways, and forms | in their It 
minds if poſſi ble racks and torments, more 
terrible than thoſe of hell itſelf. David, 
K's: l when 
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when thoroughly convinced of this, thanks: | 


God, very frequently, Hor being in, trouble; ; 


in one place, he confeſſes, that he h 2d deem | 
going wrong, before God had called him 4 


to reflection; but this again ſet him right, I 


and tſhews God was his truſt, whom be | 


ought to love and obey : * Before I was 


bs © troubled, ſays he, I went wrong ;. but. 
* now do 1 * thy law,” 3 


| Gop is ſo eee in his ways, that 


we can by no means, have any conception, 


in what manner he connects incidents to: 


> gether ; : and therefore, let our misfortunes 
be ever ſo great and deſperate, yet we may. 
| reaſonably reſt ſatisfied, that the Lord. will 


deliver us out of all, if we will but put our 


truſt f in him ; that is, if God, ſees that it 


is expedient for us. We poor ſhort fi ight- . 
ed mortals, are but 111 judges of what is 
beſt for us; and frequently pray to have 
reverted what we, but a * before, aſk- 


5 FE. 
4 pa ; : 


 Fopvincing proof of it. 5 
4. 1 2 5 . 


. you fee, in the tt ry great 1 
ly laments the hardſhip of his Tov. Je. = 


his ſon Abſalom had rebelled againſt a = 
and endeavoured his overthrow. And " 9 : E 


ly it is a moſt ſhocking reflexion ! I n | 5 | i © 


know any crime ſo black and heinous, 5 a 4; 3 
the” undutifulneſs. of children; whe. un- | | 
gratefully forget the band wi ich .reared' 0 | : Mo 
them; and wickedly bring down | oy , i, 
hairs OL the Parent, with ſorrow, t ik he | th: F ef 7 
grave. But mark now how Fe _ | | 1 9 
capricious we are in our deſires! God vou W "vl 
know, blefled David in his undertaking, —* | 
and ſupport of his kingdom ; his ſon's ar- 3 9 

my is overthrown, and Abſalom himſelf by . 

killed in battle. Ought he not now to re. 
joice in the Lord, and Joy in the God of E 4 
| lis ſal vation, who delivered him from the oO 

e ee „ unnatural | 3 5 4 
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unnatu ral | rebellion of an ungracious ſon? 
This ſeems what might be expected; but 
what do we read in the Scripture ? that 
B the day which was attended with this wiſh- 
ed for ſucceſs, was turned into mourning, | 
And what faid David unto his God, for 
giving him the liberty of again going and 
_ worſhipping at Jeruſalem ? Why he went 
unto his chamber over the gate and wept; 
and, as he went, thus, he ſaid O my 
* ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon Abſalom, 
« would God 1 had died for thee, O Ab- 
t falom, my fon, my ſon !” Thus you 
ſee, all this grief and concern, theſe hard- 
ſhips and complaints he poured out to God 
ended, when the Almighty had granted 
his deliverance (inſtead of thanking God) ; 
in declaring that he had much rather have 
died himſelf than his ſon, the ringleader 1 
of the whole diſturbance; and who pro- 
bably would, had he been preſerved, , have 
been . moleſting the peace of his 
 govern- F 
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4 government. Since then, we ſolittle Enos 


what will be conducive to our happineſs, 
and what will not: and as God knoweth 
all things, and from his very nature, as 


being a perfect and good Being, cannot wich 


unhappineſs to any creature, but contr: 
ry-wiſe felicity to every child of man; 
how then, are we to ſecure our Peace : 


tranquillity in this world ? ven by rul- 


ing ot ourſelves after God's word ; by ſubmit- 


ting entirely to his holy will and ple afure, 


and ſtudying to pleaſe him all the days of 
our life. If we thus prudently and wiſely 
guide our feet in the path of religion and 
virtue, we need not fear, but at length 


it will lead to peace at the laſt, which wh 
ſhall be eternal in the heavens, If mis- 
fortunes, at any time, break in upon. our 


ſchemes of earthly happineſs, let us be 
dumb and open not our mouths ; as it is 
God's doing, who cannot but act for our 


good, and hath declared by his Son, that 
4 5 for 
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then ſhall we be accepted of bim. Let u 
keep but our innocence, and faſhion, our 
. hves agreeable to the rules of the Goſpeh 


ſent life, that ſtation will be alloted, as 
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the av: and trifling ſuff rings ji 2 
fo 


bear them patiently, and with a bee 
reſolution and courage, a crown of unin- 
terrupted happineſs and gloty to en 


7 To a let us RS, een 
that whether in proſperity or adverſity, 
in ſickneſs or in health, high or low, rich 
or poor, we are the Lord's. God is not 
won by the glittering titles of the great; oF _ 
moved by the obſcurity of poyerty, 70 be 
ſtow his favours; but in every nation, aud 
in all ſtations, if we expect his lovingꝛ 
kindneſs, we muſt obſerve his laws; and 


and then we are ſure of everlaſting happi- 
neſs in the world to come; and in this pres. 
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LASTLY, let us but obferve God's laws; 
pd then i in our petition follow the rule of 
the Greek philoſopher, who thus addrefs- . 
es his God, O God, of thy mercy, give 
me thoſe things which are needful for 


« me, though through ignorance and blind- 
« neſs I do not pray for them; and avert 


„what may be hurtful to me, though I 
do pray for it.” In ſhort, it becomes us, 


if we would be as eaſy as can be in this 


world, and ſecure perfect happineſs in the 
next, to reſign ourſelves wholly to the will 


of our Creator; and offer all our prayers, 7 
wiſhes, and petitions | to him, i in that moſt a 


excellent form with which our Church 


ends the liturgy. To aſk of God to fulfil 


all gur deſires and petitions, - ſo far as may 
be moſt expedient for us; to grant us in 


this world, knowledge of his truth, and in _ 
the 


i} 


wr Chriſt our E to whore wills 
Father, and Holy-Ghoſt, be aſcribed 


honour, glory, and worſhip, world: witb- 


out end. Amen. 
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| AFFAIRS; AND THE MEANING e 
OF AN APPOINTED TIME FOR _— 
MEN UPON EARTH CONSIDERED. _ 3 


IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN; AI : 
THE DAYS OF MY APPOINTED TIME, WILL I | _ * 
WAIT TILL MY CHANGE. OS Ron [7.1 | 1 
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ture known. to every one who: 5  . 


given the leaſt attention to the holy writ- . 
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his religious ſervice wands Goa, 3 4000 . 
deavoured to inſtil the ſame good prin nei: 
ples amongſt his children and houſhold; 
that they alſo ſhould walk in the fear of 
the Lord, and direct their ways according. 
to the laws of the Moll Highs ',. *=% 


i 
5 


Such a man as ; this, you will naturdlly 
ſay, had reaſon to expect the bleſſings of 
Providence, and to enjoy in feturn for his 
obedience and zeal towards God, the good 
things of this world; ; that his ways ought _ 
to have been ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all his paths peace. And this, we are told, 
was the happy effect of his uprightneſs ; . 
and in general it is 18 with all men. We 
read that his income was not only eaſy, 
but opulent, and his family a bleſſing un- 
to him; for it was not only large, but ” 
ſufficiency for all of them ; : ſo that they 
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to trouble and moleſt bim; and 440 Fot! 
read he Uid; by age ent God; chat 
Job's religion was wholly ela! and mer⸗ 
cenary, that he ſerved God only 1 his 
mammon; and this he would plainly® ſee, 
by diveſting him of the good "thigh! be 
then poſſeſſed. God, who knew his ſervant; 
and the integrity of his heart, duffle San 
to endeavour to alienate, in every method lie 
choſe, except the deſtroying him, bis duty 
from God his Creator! This was a p oline 
our great adverſary wanted, and wh 
| certainly fulfilled with all the erdbeer 
horror and eruelty, which his wicked Heart | 

eſt to torment him with z nd 


l aſſiſtance Jobs mol natural comfort 
his diſtreſs; ſhe who ought. to have ot! 
his cares and alleviated his ſort rrows, © w 

the inſtigation of that wicked one, b br _ 
over to adviſe her huſband t to. , curſe 8 
"8 God and die. K Je 0 480 4 
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Ds en HUMAN AFFAIRS. | 5 25 
Tu ether chapters preceding my text, 
contain ain the hiſtory, of Job in his proſperity, 


and the e ffects which God's viſitation had 
upon him; matters full of inſtruction to 
bo. mankind, in all ations and conditions 
in life. And the firſt, Fbing obſervable 
is, that , the, heart of man is unſearchable 
and his Ways paſt. anding out. His. mouth 
ay ſpeak ſmqoth. things, | but for 1 700 
reaſp ; only. as the. fowler. playet hto to the 

unwary bird, that. he may deco him 2 


the. net: which, he; hath, prepared, Hatr 
and ilLaill are tog frequently coloured = 


bp Friendſhip,. with the ſame, view, that the 


hook, is cqvered with ſomething pleaſing to 
che, palate, e r the. af; we wol en br: ap. | 
Whilſt in east, and, proſperity, we ne 
ver fear ;friends;. and, [uch perhaps, with : 
all our penetration, Fa Fanpot ſee chou 
who! kenp: rt . oh —— 
that e Brutpg. 7 will 1 be r, 
"hg 
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dslr affiſiance. At the inſtant Ca : 1 was. — 
looking for his friend Brutus, to afſiſt h ; 


he received a mortal wound m his 


treacherous hand. e e a 
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Tür Job, whit he was the real 
man ir the Paſt; had the attendance a 
Kindneſs of all men; but as Wa As. G6 
Tulfered him to be tried of ſatan, 1 tr | 
Frietidſhi ip ended; adverſity, as if ohh 
by the rod of Aaron, turned: their pretend- 
ed g 0 ood- will into real hatred; it pulled 

the falfe eloathing of the ſheep „ 41d 
"Uiſedvered' the wolf In its proper colour 
Thie, who betete had thought 
bel zn moſt religious of princes, n 

terer ef ir wy and ſeemed no" w 
bit ; fe Ht child vide 10 bad à mn 


e gent 3t ; un 


bent; or were Were ke righteous 
ae "off ? TA as 51 habe Len, ws that plow 


times FR 0 the N 
—_ of 3 tormented with an 
N conſcience, which continually gnaws u 
* him, and breaks into every part of his 
life. This is, 1 believe, the general courſe Ee. 
: even in this life ; but not an invariable rule. , 
4 Sometimes we ſee the wicked man to te- 4 
Joice in the moſt valuable things in this 
life, and to feel no ſeeming remorſe at the 3 
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iniquity of his ways; and on the other N = 1 | 
hand, the poor good man labouring under 


all the hardſhips of poverty and diſtreſa : 


and, what is worſe, aps like Job, they . 
have been brought down from the higheſt | 
| So * | 5 pinnacle 1 1955 1 
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Wuiunscle of earthly glory, thithe! vai oh * 
5 de horror and deſpair: ; and yet not m 5 
2 = has been able to lay any particular fit to 


0 4 3 


their charge. Since this we find 48, "f 
times, God's method of dealing withibis 7 
- creatures, and no doubt for: wiſe and good | 
5 reaſon, it ill becomes any to jadge of 
„ another's calamity. | Caged Judge not /faithour : 
Saviour, that ye may not be judged?! 
| but let every one in this reſpect; Rand! or 
fall by himſelf, when he appeateth Before 
| God. You ſee theſe falſe friends of Job 
7.1 were certainly miſtaken; for it was. not | 
Job's fins which brought” on him theſe ca- 
lamities; but they were ſent as trials of his 5 
virtue, and manifeſtations of bis purity of 
heart before God. 7% e ned Digg; ae 


Hax thus conſidered Job's ſtatg be- | 
fore his fall, and. the. behaviour of his 
. friends on his afflittions,;ilet us now take a 
5 2ͤ ³ q: aw te] cnc £13558; view - 


wp : * Vo 


Ax firſt, we may obſerve, that Job's 
ities wars of two kinds; 3 the one 


W the mind; _ 4. 


w v- 


he holy author of my text ee „ 
a truly noble reſignation to the will / ' oh 1 
ead of mfg ane 


EE God; and, „ 1 
. complalath prepared himſelf for re 


ſhip and adoration; and addreſſed his ( * 2 
in that noble ejaculation, „ Naked came 85 5 ; = 
rA aut of my mother's womb, and naked 
mall I return thither : The Lord gave, 
% and the Lord hath taken ae bleſſed oh; 1 


| „be the name af the Lord. ,” In all on 1 
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1 charged God fooliſhly. © This s you. lou n 
"=Y he withſtood by a ſerious and godly. re- 


4% 


8 ; flection, by conſidering that every t he 
WE | pofleſſed, was but lent of God, on 
; | tion of his nen it again wheney 


thought proper. To loſe our eſtates 
1 ; rapine, or any other kind of deſtruction, 
or our children or friends by ſud en and 
3 4 ; unexpected events, are very critical trials 
3838 in life, and require the ſtrongeſt exertion. 
of our faith and reaſon, and happy ate 
A 105 they who are not put upon the experience. 


No doubt but this' loſs was a ſevere 
| hearing to Job, and called forth 
18 - yearning of nature; for to talk like ſome 

of the heathen philoſophers, that we 
8 of _ - ought to look upon the loſs of our friends 
© -and relations with the ſame indifference as 
ET | the breaking of an earthen veſſel, is talk- 
r * much more Uke . than like philo- 
= NT. = | *. 4 | ſophers 
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he 


No man (and 


f ſuch an eg ſevere 


fortune, without the greateſt ſhock of -nd+ DE 5 


— 


ture; but then, like Job, we muſt re 
in the aid of religion and 


we do not charge God fool 
I take to be Job's beha 
trial, which was truly th 5 
man, and would do honour to the moſt ze 


lous Chriſtian. 1 ES N 
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HE, other ſcrutiny which Job une 
went, was that of the body. Pain and 55 
anguiſh ſo took hold of him, that t 
was not one whole part in his body; up- „ 
on this we find he could not any longer | 5 
refrain from ſpeaking; and in the ſeveri tx 

of his pain he ſometimes ſpoke unadviſ ed. 

ly with his lips; but then you find freemm 
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mercies and his future promiſes, are great : 
eee in our afflictions, and highly 


| * | on rur INSTABILITY | l 


0 . . . foe 


"the very firſt reſpite From pain, the, — f 
diately acknowledged his faults, and at one : 


time even repented in duſt and aſhes! 


Reaſon and' religion may ſtill compoſe out Y 
minds; but the pains of the body will ery 
aloud. Men, in their cool and r retired. 
hour, in their meditation of caſe and peace, : 


| may tell yo u that pain 1 is no evil, and fo- 
reign to a man of virtue; but they have 


ever been unable to ſtand the teſt. Un I 


doubtedly, to reflect on God, to have him 


always before us, to conſider his former 


conducive to our weathering out a ſtorm 
of adverſity; ; but ſtill pain will be heard, 7 


and ſometimes will, by its violence, drown 


and overwhelm every other thought. | But 


the greateſt relief to thoſe under theſe un- 
happy circumſtances is, that they can re 


but for an appointed time, when a change 


will come; when thoſe who! e 7 
their 7 


ſecondly, vrhat we are to uu 
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for a crown of eternal glory. 
is was Job's beſt remedy, and the only 
be cordial 88 ould adminiſter to 
x (faith he, in he 
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e all the ee * akigi apy 
</time will J wait, till my change come.“ 
From theſe words therefore, let us then, 
by w of. application, briefl c⸗onſi 
firſt, what-is meant by an apppointed time: 

d by a 5 
e; and this will lead us, ly, to 

conſider the neceſſity of imitating Job. in 
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110 


* Dr. Wall juſtly obſerves, that in the Sept 
this yerſe ends with Thou ſhalt call, and I will an- 


6 ſwer thee 8. which words are the beginning of our = 


* 


1 18 verſe. : His whole note is Wed inſerting. e 


For if a man die he ſhall live to finiſh the daysof his 
life. I will wait till I zm made anew, g rarer. 
Then chou ſhalt call, and I will anſwer the. 
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wilting - IM this change; 5 and wilie 0 
may be ſaid to do it. Firſt then, 502 n- 
 fider wine 1s meant why an ap e r 


14 14: "— 


Ws ut not . this: bra 5 
meaniüg that there is a fixed: time for o ur 
death, to which we muſt arrive beſc "oe 
die this i 18 by no means the explanation' = 
what we are to underſtand by it is, that we 

e all mortal; and though health and 
ſtrength may be our happy lot, and, we 


may have the good fortune to live clear of 5 


the numberleſs accidents which ſurround 3 
us, yet we muſt at length fall a victim to 


death. Our bodies are, in their own na- 


ture, frail and periſhable. As we are born 


weak, feeble, and helpleſs, and gradually 


arrive to our full force and vigour ; in like 
manner do we decreiſe i in our ſtrength; 
and by degrees our organs are worn out, 


and our powers and faculties fail; and 2 


then we RO fall into death, ke the = 
| 3 


ſcore years and ten; 


„we are taught} is kli 


nat is chis in 


ek as n fingle 
to all the- matter of 
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| 4 115410 £ gail3 el: day 5199)-200] doe thre” 
Ou folly would be great and inengufable, 
"0 was this the caſe, that we were to live to the 
=. appointed. time; to the uttermoſt ſummit | 
© 0 DOR Gs but how, mus 


. * daring and culpa 4 atfztua 
© this world, and. our anxieties, and 


eaeeecnce about its concerns, when ve 4 


2. but one day, nay one moment, ma 4 
4 ' cloſe the ſcene, and uſher us into eterni 
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